April 27, 1989 LB 813

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. SenatorHall, would you care to
close?

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M. President, and members,in no way
did I mean to |eave the jnmpression that | thought the
Appropriations Committee had in some way. slighted the Wrkers'
Conp Court. That's not the case, inny opinion. The gquestion
here is one of do we allowfor what | think is very nuch nee(?ed

increase in their personnel. |t does not ampunt to nuch at g
inthe way of dollars. |t would be an increase and | understand
that and | appreciate that. But the fact o.. the matter is the
need is there. Wth regardto the capital construction aspect,
what happened? There was alarge room. |t was divided up by
wal | s that were sem pernmanent. The were tom down by the
309 Task Force, left carpet with hoYes init where the dividers

had been. The $13,000 was appropriated so that the carpet could
be repl aced whi ch was al though di scretionary probably something
that could not wait, hadto be done. The issuehereis
provi ding $25,000 for dividers that are nmoveable go that hey
can go back to basically having sonme senbl ance of order In tthelr
office with regard to privacy, so that they can continue to
function as best they can. You provide for~ two additional
people who are clerical folks to the tune of roughly about
$35,000 a year so that they can continue to process tne clains

as best they <can. It isclearlyan issue of trying to be as
cost effective as possible because the. even though we have had
the increase in the judges recently, and | appreciate those,

without the support staff to do that frontwork, more and more
of the judges' tine is spent doing some of that work and it's
not as cost effective a5 providing for the support staff
necessary to keep up as best we can. The one additional person
that was added as a support staff person is |imted in their
aspect. They totally nust work in a vyocational rehabilitation
ar ea. Theyare limted because they are paid out of that trust
fund and the statutes require that their work be [inmted to that
area so they're not able to work on the day to day petitions and
the fili ngs that cone in. These people are er much needed
It's about $98,000, 33 of that V\%ul% be in tY1e ysecond year, tﬁe'
bal ance would be in the first year and the 25000 for the

dividers would go away after they had been provided. |; would
not be ongoing cost. | think it's a very reasonabl e request.
woul d urge the body's support of the amendnent. Thank you,

Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. And the question is the adoption
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