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have. Even though we have nore noney this year than we have had
the last several, we still had to make priority choices. \yhen
it came to Wrkers' Conpensation Court they nade a good case thor
us for a backlog of cases being filed, backlog of time drag
between the filing petitions and having the cases heard.
Senator Hall did point out to you that last year there was a
court judge added, an additional support person added, and the
statistics that | see in front of us so far do not reflect {njg
year's current activity, doesn't suggest that that has been
mtigated at all, the backlog. | vaguely recall at the hearing
that they were saying, no, it hasn't beer. brought down that
much. Obviously, they were pleased by the help that we did
provide to themlast year. So this year they askedfor three
people to help and they asked for some capital outlay for office
renovation. They asked for some yep|lacenent of federal fund
| oss and they asked for sone increased cash funds. Andwhat did
the commttee do? The committee gjd gi ve them one support
person, adding an additional one to the two we gave them | ast
year. We did fund a partial anmount of their requestfor office
renovati ons, about one-third. It does relate to carpet.
However, it was not specified as to how they could spend it.
They could do it any way they wanted to. We did also replace
the federal funds that were lost with General Funds as we so
often have to do whether it be voc rehabilitation, whether it be
drug abuse crines, whether it be grants in any area where the
federal funds start and they drop off and then we have to pick
themup.. It's a never ending streak that we go on. Our
position isn't that their requests were unner, ynwarranted.
Qur position is, as a conmittee, is we went as far as we could
go this year. They have a significant increaseover |ast year's
budget, over this current year's budget they have a significant
increase built in. They had a significant j ncrease built in
|l ast year over the previous year. |t was a nmatter of maki ng
choices, matter of establishing priorities. W tried to hel p as
many different agencies with their needs and their requests as

best we coul d. We had to say no somewhere. We said no beyond
the additional requests that we gave to the Workers'
Conpensation Court. I don't feel unconfortable with what we
have done. | feel we have tried to do everything we can to help

them but at sone point we have to say no. \Whatwe have done so
i

far this morning is started on our first list of $500 mllion
and we haven't said no to anything yet. \We pmy not say no to
this. | feel were probably going to get beat over the head on

this thing and you' re going to vote this on.
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