April 27, 1989 LS 813

conpl exity of the paper work that is required in each and every
case that they were not able to make a great deal of progress i'n
the backlog because of the inability of the staff to keep up
with the increased ability to hear the cases with the addition

of the judges. | don't knowin the past,as| said, whetherwe
approached this in the proper fashion, seened to be right at the
time that we were doing it. But in order to accomplish, |

think, a more econonmi cal of the seven judges that we
currently have and to afford to those people who have ~.55es to
be heard or cases to pe administered by the Workers'
Conpensation Court that to get the maxi numuse of the noney that
we are currently appropriating to the Workers' Conpensation
Court that it would appear that we should add the addi .ional
staffing at this tinme and, hopefully, this then mght encourage
the whole systemto work better, moe efficiently, nmore
effectively, deliver nore value for the dollar involved and
provi de | ess heartache for the people that are i1nvolved, caught
up in the systemand have to wait in some cases rather lengthy
amounts of time for a hearing or a dispositionjntheir
i ndi vidual cases. So | would urge the adoption of the Hall
amendment. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hannibal, please, followed by
Senator Warner.

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Nr. Speaker and nenbers, | guess |I'mgoing to
rise and 1'mgoing to oppose the anendnent and it's not pecause
they aren't making some very good argunents, both Senator Hall
and Senator Coordsen, but maybe base ny defense, jf vou will
the committee's decisions on what we could do, how nuch we coul d
do and where we could do it, preface everything by suggesting to
you that we have hundreds of nillions of dollars worth of
requests that we have before us that we could not o5 es to
Nost of the comrents so far that | have heard by sonX 0%/ you on
the floor and sone of my constituents when they saw our pumber
come out that why in the world are we spending so nuch noney ana
why arewe spending so much nore than the Governor's proposal s.

And so we have had to try to justify the needs out there. Now
today all we are doing is adding to that number. Andit's not
wrong but understand what direction you're headed. We don't

have worthless requests that come to us by the agencies in
conmittee. We don't have unrealistic, unmeritorious things that
cone to us. The things that we have come 5 s requests we

have come to us have nerit. They are worthwhile. have to
deci de how we're going to spend thelinted |(asources that we
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