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the staff, as it currently is, to keep up with these, to file,
make the entries that are necessary and then also to keep track
of the cases that are pending, the disputes, the petitions that
have been filed with the Wrkers' Conpensation Court. The third
page of that handout clearly shows that there has been

.almost a 33 percent increase fromthe '86-87 year to the
'87 88 year with regard to the numnber petitions that have
been filed. And the fourthand fifth pages show you the nunmber
of petitions pending at year end and the backlog with regard 4
caseloads in the area of the Wrkers' Conpensation Court. This
is an appropriation to the Workers' Conpensation Court that

amounts to roughly a $100, 000. It, | think, isvery much
needed. The court serves a vital purposeé. Th mai nt ai n

e

and keep track of the injuries that take pl ace}l the filings of
the reports and then they nust also keep track of the petitions
or the <cases as theyare pending. | think that if 'vou | ook at
the history since the early eighties, they have had little or no
increase in their nunber of enpl oyees when they...except for
| ast year and | think that it'svery nuch approprlate that at
this time we increase their staff by roughly about, guess
it would be somewhere around the nei ghborhood of 7 percent.

They currently have 28 enpl oyees over there; sevenof them are

judges, 21 are supportpersonnel. This would be two additional
support personnel that together would only pe roughl in the

area of $34,000 a year. They are very nuch needed Just to help
maintain the workload to do some of the tasks that keep the
of fice functioning. You | ook again at the first page, you see
that the tax, although this is not a cash funded programin the
true sense of the word, the premumtax flows into the General
Fund but it nore than offsets the cost of operating the Workers'
Conpensation Court. M. President, | wouldurge the adoption of

t he amendnent to LB 813.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Coordsen, please, followed by
Senat or Hanni bal, then Senat or \Warner.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. President, and nenbers of the
body, | was not aware of this amendnent until Senator Hall

me about it yesterday but | was aware of the probl em because alo|
of the Workers' Conpensation Court measures generallycone
through the Business and Labor Committ ee. It woul

t hough | do support the Hall amendrment, it woul d appggr that
perhaps in the last session of the Legislature we nay have made
a...not an error but a m sdiagnoseof where the probl em of
back! og in the Wrkers' Conpensation Court was at. Ve  did
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