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Sone of the monies that were requested in their budget were
appropriated by the Appropriations Conmittee. Ther ewas an
expenditure, | think, for $13,000 that provided for some
car peting. Thi s request was also in there but it was not part
of the budget as it was laid out. The office is currently using
sone dividers that are borrowed. They need to return those.
The first part of the amendnent would allowfor the renovation
to be conpleted, the roomdividers to be bought and them ;45 pe
able to function in an orderly fashion again. The second part
of the amendnent that | offer deals with the two staff positions
that would help relieve the backlog and delay in processing of
the information with regard to the clainms that have been filed
and the nunber of...excuse ne, the reports that have been fjjed
and the nunmber of petitions with regard to the clainms that have
to be addressed by the Wrkers' Conpensation Court. The impact
there would be 439,228 for the first part of the...the first
year of the bienniumand then 433,713 for the 1991 year. This
represents the cost of two clerical staff positions. Soit
woul d be a total sumin this anendnment of the 25,000 for the
room di viders, 39,228 for '89-90, and 33,713 for 1991. Of
course, the addition of the staff people would be an ongoing
cost that would have to be budgetediromhere on out, gg it
woul d not be just a one-tine inpact although the $25, 000 would
be'.  The second handout that | gave you, the General Fund incone
prepared...conpared to appropriation, the first sheet,
is...shows there for your reviewthe premum tax income that
flows into the General Fund from theworkers' conpensation
insurance. It shows for the last .five years what that prenmium
tax income has been, what the General Fund appropriation has
been to the Wrkers' Conpensation Court and the percentage of
the appropriation as opposed tg the revenue that has been
brought in. It shows that the premumtax is up, the percentage
of the budget to the inconme has gone down in the recent three
years. What has happened though is that the nunber of reports
that have been filed has gone up and the nupber of etitions
that have followed that has al so increased dramatica?ly. The
second page that we have there shows that the workload over ¢

| ast seven years has gone up considerably, whereas the stat}%
over the | ast seven years has pretty nuch remained copstant,
although | ast year we didappropriate funds for an additional
judge in the court which is very much needed; the staff to go
along which was part of the budget request is alsovery nuch
needed. The need there is that, based on the reports that have
been filed with regard to accidents and injuries in the work
place, it is extrenely difficult for the staff, as it currently
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