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SENATOR ELNER: Question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called.Do I see f i ve
hands' I do. The question is,shall debate cease? Those i n
favor vote a ye, o pposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate c e ases. Senator Wesely, to close.

SENATOR WESELY: Than k y ou, Nr . Sp e aker. I do appreciate the
kind words that some of you have shared with me and, you know,
it has been kind of lonely up here, but I also know that there
are many that share my concerns, a nd I . d o appreciate that a
g reat deal. I did pas s out a handout from the ~ ~ mj;
~gzBRl, talking about the latest survey shows hospital changes
increasing far more quickly than the CPI. Then i t g oe s t h r ough
the 20 highest cities and the 20 lowest cities, and i t v a r i e s
from $350 av e rage ch a r ge per day to $ 1 , 5 00 average charge per
day, and it is just an indication of how wide the variance is on
cost, not just between cities, but it is also that way between
hospitals, and it i s b etween different facilities,a nd i f w e
could start to get an understanding of what the costs are, and
what hospitals are charging, and what other facilitiesare
charging, an d a l so l ook at what the quality is o f t ho s e
facilities, and what is happening out there in the health care
industry, we would be much better able to make good policy
decisions as a Legislature, and much better to make good
decisions as consumers. And Senator Sch i mek said, per h aps
people were seeing this as a sleeper issue and aren't paying the
attention they should to it. If you recall, after we had the
General File discussion, there were three different editorials

of those, they talked about the need for having a better bill
t han 4 2 9 wa s, t hat LB 429 too far went toward weakening the
certificate of need process, and I really, again, recognise that
they are individuals who have followed this, Those newspapers
have been involved in this, and they were not a s l eep . They saw
the issue and tried to raise concern. Since that time, after
those editorials came out, several of you came to me and said,
gee, you know, I really want to work on this more and want t o
see i f we can hel p and, unfortunately, that hasn't always
followed up and I have been concerned about that. B ut when y o u
have the outside pressures that you have, I can understand. I
am not really that down on you. I understand that. But it is
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