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W were just making decisions gnBergen Mercy and St. Joe's
wi t hout havi ng any idea what the current quality "of the prograns

are or what effect the new programthat Bergen wants will have
on that quality issue. We are shooting in the (ark. We are
making decisions in the closet here, and | think we ought to
open up the light and let a little information shine down on us,

and |l et us make our decisions in a better fashion, gqg | woul d
ask your support for this amendnent. |t is something that woul d

at | east help, as we pass CON weakening |egislation, that would

help us get a better handle on the cost issue that is so
i mportant to us, | would hope.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Nr. Speaker and nembers of the Legislature, |
amtom between trying to call the question or whether to gpeak
on this, and | guess | amgoing to Fut you through a coupl e nore
m nutes because | am real lyfeeling nmuch the sane as Senator
War ner does, that Don has not gotten any support on this fl oor
today for his amendnents, and | amkind of afraid that this is
one of those issues that is a sleeper issue and we are all going
to wake up one of these days and realize that maybe e weren't

payi ng enough attention to this issue. | was asleep during the
first day that we discussed it. I couldn't really figure out
what w as going on and, finally, | think towards the end of that
di scussion, | sort of woke up. \We talked on this floor for a

good long time about the need to <contain costs of higher
education and how we needed to get a higher coordinating system
for that, and | don't know if this is a good analogy. | don't
know if it is any better than the g_rocery anal ogK_ but jt seems
tc me that we are going the wong direction on this V\holle t hing,

that we need to be tal king about ways to contain costs and we
need to be listening to sonme of the things that Don has told us,

but to this specific amendnent, | would just like to say that it
is under st andi ng, accor di ng to the summary that Senator
Wesely has given us, that the data that is going fo be collected

is already reported under existing systens and that it is not
going to be that rmuch nore trouble or that nuch nore cost to get
that information. What this amendment will allowis {hat this
information can be put together and disseminated, gnd| think it
is very important that we take a good |ook at this anendnment,
and | amnot going to take ny entire five mnutes. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator El mer, please.
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