April 26, 1989 LB 429

nore to the bookwork for hospitals, and | think all that will do
is increase the cost. It is bound to increase the cost because
they are going to have to deal with the volunes of bookwork with

adding a new formlike this. So | would just ask you to reject
Senator Wesely's amendnent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator El mer. Than k you.
Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President and col |l eagues, gzs of to

haven't supported one of Senatcr Wsely's anendnent and nyelt
that the anendnments that were offered up until this tine (eg]l
weren't good amendnments, and as a result, | did not support
them But | think that this particular anendment Joes have a
great deal of merit. The 'forns..the formthat Senator Baack
hel d up and showed to the body is an exanple of how interwoven
heal th care costs and hospitals have becone with the governnent.
The fact is hospitals run and doctors make nost of their noney
as a result of government subsidization, and the progranms that
have been established are good prograns and they should continue
to exist, but the fact is that the health care commnity is no
| onger out there by themselves. They aren't supported by a few,
i f you have the noney, you pay; you get a broken arm you go to
a doctor and you pay out of your hard-earned noney. Most of
health care costs, unfortunately, zre being paid by the
gover nnent . Now the information that is being requested by
Senator Wesely | feel really isn't all that nuch nore tha what
is currently being requestedoy the federal governrrent That
particular formis an exanple of the federal government being
involved in the process saying,weknow that” you are the ones
that have to provide that health care to gur citizens of t he
country, but at the same time,we want to nake sure that this
noney is being well spent. Now | amnot sure whether Snator

Baack's bill, LB 429, is going towork. I amnot sure that
changing the thresholds will hel p to reduce health care costs or
will increase health care costs, but | don't see how our bod

can make a decis .on on somethi ng like that w thout getting aIY
the rel evant information Naybe next year with this
information, or two years fromnow, three years fromnow, gfter

we look at the information, we will be able to say, well, naybe

the threshold should be at this level, maybe we shouldn't have
any thresholds. Naybe certificate of need i's an outdated mode.
But | will be honest, | don'treally know that we have enough
infornation to nake that type of decision gnd the information

t hat Senator Wesely is requesting the body to force those
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