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i ssue of CON. Right npow, what would be included in this
anendment woul d be neonatal care Il and I11. Those are higher
| evel s of neonatal care, wvery difficult, inportant function.

Secondly, it would include gpen heart surgery, cardiac
catheterization and angioplasty put it would not include
Bergan Mercy. There is a provision, a grandfather clause, so to
speak, that would pre-enpt Bergen from ﬁavi ng to go through CON,

so that would be takencare of in that fashion, but otherwise
you would still have open heart surgery and cardi ac
catheterization and angioplasty still reviewed. Chronic renal
di al_ ysis woul d be revi ened, and, fi na||y, transp| ants WOUlId be
reviewed, and that would be of heart’, kidney, pancreas, |1iver

bone, bone marrow. What we are trying to do is et down to
those few items right now that certainly need some sort of
review. They are very difficult operations and surgeries and
procedures, and they deserve to have the kind of quality that
peopl e woul d want to have that use these, that we want o have
only ~so many people utilizing these that theY have the
experience to do a good job, and that that should maintain

quality and, hopefully, reduce cost. and it is that second part
of the equation, the cost factor, that has ne terribly concerned

in this state. | passed out a number of different itens. gnd]|
will just run through themrather quickly to point out just how
serious the health care cost issue is in Nebraska. |none of

the sheets | have passed out, we are looking at over the next
two years, $54 nmillion in state taxes to be spent on Medicaid,

11to 16 million more dollars to pe spent on state empl oyee
heal th insurance, another $25mill ion for the University of

Nebraska health insurance, another million for state college
health insurance, and anpother 2 to 4 mllion dollars for t%e
health insurance provided fromthe CH P pool. In addit ion we
are |ooking at the state taking over indigent care and that
would be $24 million. This is about 100 millfon more dollars

that we are |looking to spend over the next two years on health
care in the State of Nebraska through state

. ‘ ; h talxes, 100\Mr1nillion
nmore dollars that in nmy estimation is nmoney well spent en you
are talking about health care if it isn't wasted, f j{ jsn' t
spent on duplicated services or ynnecessary and inefficient
services andsystems. And tht now, you have to rai se the
question about whet her or not that is the case. The
$100 mllion we are talking about spending, that could be
$100 million to fund the second year of the property tax relief
package. It is the $100 million that could be used +tg fund a
lot of different activities that we are all concerned about,
but, instead, it is going into the greater utilization and
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