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out, let me see, you'd take out the rest of the. . . . T hree w ou l d
b e split out. Okay . You'd do one, two and four , and then
number three would be considered separately. So, one, t wo and
four deal with the thresholds, number three of the amendment
deals with the list. And that's how I'd like to se p arate and
divide the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, it occurs to the Chair that, is
divisible. One, two and four separated from three.

S ENATOR WESELY: Ok ay .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha t b e i n g t h e c a s e , which would you prefer to
address f i r s t ?

SENATOR WESELY: One, two and four.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One , two and four, that speaks to the

SENATOR WESELY: Ri ght, um-huh. Shou l d I go ahe a d t hen,
Nr. Speaker?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, pr o ceed.

SENATOR WESELY: Nr . S pe a k e r , the amendments deal with the
threshold issue, and if you have the blue sheet I' ve passed
around, it shows the current law, what was recommended by a task
force last year on this issue as t o the th resholds, the
recommendations under the original LB 429 and the current level
under LB 429 . W hat we' ve done, essentially, on the threshold is
gone from 577,000 right now on capital expenditures, to,under
the original bill would have gone to 1.5 million. And the bi l l
now, as amended, would have it at 1.2 million, a nd I d on ' t t ou c h
that with this amendment. That is something we' ve agreed to
between Senator Baack and the hospitals and myself, and that
would essentially double the current threshold, obviously more
t han I ' d l i k e, b u t a reasonable i nc r e ase nevertheless . The
annual operating increase would go from $284,000 right now to
$550,000, as was proposed in the original bill, and tha t has n ' t
been changed and won't be changed by this amendment. The major
medical equipment xs currently 5400,000. The task force that
had b ee n for med sai d it should only go to 500,000. T he bi l l
current ly , and as i ntroduced, w o ul d ha v e raised it to
$1 million. Thi s amendment would change that back down to

thresholds.
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