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SENATOR LINDSAY: Senator, the best I could do, a gain g o i n g b a c k
to one of these fact sheets that was passed out, is s howing t h a t
for example in A lbany, Schenectady, Troy , New Yor k h a s a
population of 846,000, they have one facility. West Palm Beach,
Boca Raton, Delray, Florida h as 790 , 0 0 0 p eop l e , h as t hree
facilities. It looks like it g oes any where from actua l l y
anywhere from one to four in. . . fo r t h i s p op u l at i on s ize .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How many do you think, i n O m a ha , i t wou l d
t ake? A n d I ' m j u st a sk i ng f o r ycu r o pin i o n .

SENATOR LINDSAY: I would...anywhere from three to five.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: From three to five?

SENATOR LINDSAY. I think that's the chicken way out, isn't it.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th ank you . S enator Wese l y , do you h av e an
opinion? And I'm not just trying to get comparisons, and i f y ou
have a reason for stating it.

SENATOR WESELY: Sure. In the review, if you remember the issue
last year, the question was, will you be able to do at least 200
of these in the course of a year, that's what they felt a t e am
needed to do to be goo d at this type o f s u r g e r y , op e n h e a r t
surgery. And that's the threshold Bergan h as b e e n t r y i ng t o
meet and u n able to meet because there isa l r e ad y s o m an y o t h er
act i v i t i e s go i ng on wi t h o t he r ho sp i t al s , t hey c a n ' t ge t en ou gh
volume to meet that need and that's the quality threshold, and
the concern that's been there, that you bring them in and t h ey
won' t h ave enough to meet that quality issueof 2 00 , a n d t he
other hospitals that may be at that or close t o it will drop
down because some of their people will go there. So everybody
l oses , e v e r y b od y d o e s n ' t h ave enough t o b e g o o d at wh a t they ' re
doing, and that's a real concern.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, he's the question that I'm a sking , h o w
many.. .

SENATOR WESELY: ...would be better?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How many facilities would it take t o h and l e
the number of people who need this s urgery ?
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