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looking for it is Bergan Mercy. Bergan has gone through the CON
process and hasbeen denied. The reason for that is there is
simply, in Omaha, there is sinply not a need for further open
heart surgery services. The current Oraha netropolitan area
capacity for open heart surgeries is 2,250 surgeries per year.
In 1988 there wereonly 1,174 open hear t surgeries perfornmed in
the Omaha area, and that is a f|gure that is down from the
previ ous year. A revi ew of | think sone of these fact sheets
that have been passed out by, | beli eve, Senator V\bse| y will
show that a review of conparable netropolitan service areas
woul d show that Omaha has t he highest number of open heart
surgery units per 100,000 population. Omha is extremel y high
in the nunber of hospltals that offer the service. The CON
Rrocess has judged that there is not an unnet need for nore open
eart surgeries, Or the capacity for nore open heart surgery.
The Department of Health, the Certi'ficate of Need Review pgarq,
the appeal board of the CON, ]| have agreed that it's just not
necessary. |It's alsobeen shown and | think sonething that s
i mportant and | think that we have to consider when wete
| ooking at this procedure is one of the fact sheets that may
have gotten by you in the flood of paper that we received, zug
that is the fact sheet that shows a graph, that shows that as
the number of open heart surgeries performed by an institution
decreases the nortality increases. In a nutshell, what we're
talking about is the more open heart surgeries a single
institution performs, obviously within reasonable |inits, the
safer it is for the patient, the better off the patlent 'S’ And
| think that's why we'rehere. V&' re not here for anything
other than the people and the people who are receiving the care.
Cost containnment is Ir‘rportant That i s. or may not be an
effect of CON.  But one of the effects t at is coning out of
this is the question of. . that we would be adding an additional
hospital doing open heart surgery. And | believe the process
has already started. | believe construction or whatever the
capital infusion necessary to begin the heart surgery program
there has already started. I think what is important is
that...an additional thing that is i mportant is that Bergan
I\/tercy, if it is allonwed to go into the open heart surgery fiel
the ability for St. Joe's to continue to operate as 4 teachlng
hospital is severely inpaired. Bergan Mercy, in its CON appeal
or its CONprocess, stated that they woul d take, they estimted
t hat they woul d take approxi mately 142 cases fromSt. Joe's per

%/ﬁar b Thatl obviously,t is goi ng to result in a reduction in
e...obviously in inconme to Joe's, bu
it's gm ng toresult in a reductlon I'n the expgls)[lreeloqpogttuadﬁ' tg
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