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close' ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes. Nr . Cha i r man and members of the
Legislature, Senator Withem used to be a teacher, used t o be a
teacher . Senator W ithem, there's a difference between
describing or explaining what something is and defining it. A
definition is the bare bones. Reconsideration, as is written in
our rule book, does tell us what constitutes a reconsideration.
I was elaborating in order to make clear what it i s w e ' r e
talking about under what you' re proposing to have the Chair do.
So I'm going to try to make it a c lear a s I can . Le t me say
that the question that had been decided earlier, s o we can b r i n g
up Senator Withem's question or issue, is whether or not there
w ould be t h e o n e - year s u n se t . So Senator Bernard-Stevens offers
an amendment that says there will be a two-year s un se t a nd a
sales tax. If Senator Haberman's motion to strike the s ales t a x
is adopted, what is left is still a motion to put a two-year
sunset in place of one. How is that a reconsideration'? On i t s
face, that is not a reconsideration. But even, if the effect of
adopting an amendment to an amendment leaves wording that is
exactly the same as the form of the issue when i t wa s de ci d ed
earlier, that cannot be a basis for prohibiting a senator from
offering an amendment. You cannot h a v e . . . a n d I d on ' t kn o w wher e
the Chair is getting its advice, but it's wrong. You c ann o t
have a set of circumstances where you can divide the question
and in that means arrive at what Senator Withem would ca l l a
r econsider a t i o n , but yo u can't get there b y of f er i n g a
straightforward amendment. Senator Withem would have t o ad m i t
that that doesn't make sense. We' re beginning now to allow our
rules to be toyed with, and not by me. I'm trying to show what
the effect of the Chair's ruling is. The Chai r k n ows t h a t he
can't rule, based on our rules, that a divisible question cannot
be divided. But that's what he'1 have to rule, if the effect of
allowing the division of the question could result in a part of
the original amendment being defeated, and what is left is what
Senator Withem would call a reconsideration. Senator Withem,
help me. I want to ask you a question, if I may.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes , s ir .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Withem, the issue is divisible and
t he Chai r h a s a g r e ed . Now, would you object to allowing a
division of the question?

SENATOR WITHEN: N o.
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