
April 2 5 , 19 8 9 LB 812

in other instances? One of t he re aso n s why people l os e
confidence in government is because of our willingness to accept
this kind of error and simply pay the bill without holding
someone accountable, without trying to collect what i s
justifiably taxpayer m oney for r epai r s. Naybe t he
Appropriations Committee did the right thing. I certainly, as I
said earlier, do not believe that you can just take i t o ut of
the university budget and expect them to live with it. I t h i nk
that if it needs to be rebuilt, we probably have to do what was
proposed by the Appropriations Committee. I do not think that
if it stood there for 13 years that it does not mean that we
should not try to determine, first of all, if it's necessary to
rebuild it. Second, if you rebuild it, is it gua r a nteed?
Third, will it be satisfactory? Fourth, who was responsible and
how do you. . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...collect from those individuals? Without
that kind of investigation, ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to
tell you something else, investigations are difficult to
inaugurate and very difficult to carry out because you usually
have more p eo p le cov e r i n g up t ha n y o u ha v e uncovering and
particularly where large amounts of money or ver y important
people ar e i nvol v e d, and I want to emphasize that. I th i n k ,
however, that to just meekly accept the premise that we must
rebuild the structure without calling people to account who were
responsible is a mistake. I want to make one comment to that
and that is this, we should not, and I think this with re sp ect
to the Appropriations Committee probably weighed very heavily on
them, but we should not endanger one single individual by
whatever we do. And I would like to hear some more comments on
that and I'm sure that members of the Appropriations Committee
will comment in that regard.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T im e .

SENATOR SCHNIT: If the...if the structure test end a ngers
individuals, then we ought to consider that. If the delay in
the repairs will endanger individual citizens, we ought t o
consider t ha t . But if we can be assured by engineers that the
test can be c o nducted and that blame can be a ssessed a n d
properly allocated, then I think we should proceed in that
manner.
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