April 25, 1989 LB 811

The claim that...the anpbunt was somewhere in the nei ghborhood

of, I think, 24 or $25, 000 and, as a state, we indemified the
errpl oyees to the tune of $22 500 What we said was that the
balance of $1,500o0r...1 thi nk it was 1,500, 750 per enpl oyee,

was to be paid by t hose enpl oyees as individuals, that there was
m sconduct, extrene m'sconduct or. their part and we, as
committee and then as body, supported that idea pport d
t hat concept that there should ¥Je sone liability on ther T ?
that we did not condone this kind of action or this ki nd of
activity. We did not set the doIIar figure at any severe
but enough to say that this is not sonething that we feel sl]ou?d
be condoned by state enployees. e jndemified the balance. we
said that we will pick u% the tab for the balance of the
j udgnent, which was clearly the vast mpjority of it and felt
that that was our responsibility. But | think we also made the
deternmination that it was npot our responsibilityto totally
indemmify these individuals wjthout saying that there is sone
cost that has to be paid. And we said, | think a nunber of
that we wanted to send a message to all state enpl oyees t?mat
they must be in some formor fashion, to some extent,
responsible for their actions. aAndwe did that when we passed
LB 1235 and denied the $1,500 of that claim and | think that' s
the figure that was used. W paid the bal ance and, state
we felt responsible and we felt that that was the rigﬁt thing to
do. V¢ havedone that. These individuals have paid their
portion of that claim Nowthe%/ re coning back and asking that
o

the state should indemify themfor that $1,500. | don't think
we have to. I don't think we shoul d. I think we need to
continue to say that enpl oyees must, to Ssome extent, be
responsible for their actions and they need to be | ooked at' on a
case by casebasis. |In sonme cases, yes, we indemify themto
100 percent, youbet. |n others, there should be some costs, |
think, when it is clearlythrough their own actions to sone
extent that they have, without a good cause, without ary cause
at all, 1 think, t aken t hi ngs into their own hand, done things

that are totaIIy inappropriate within the scope of thei
wor kpl ace and have brought judgnment against the state because o{

that.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: All we do here in this bill is continue to say
that to some extent you nust be responsible, that the gigqte i
not going to totallyroll over and play dead with regard to
every or any action that an enployee takes. | think that this
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