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for me to offer. I had a few phone calls over the weekend about
it. I feel ve ry comfortable with it. I would hope that you
would support it. I think it would make a bill that deals with
life even more realistic and, most importantly, fair

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Discussion on the Lynch amendment.
Senator Abboud. Senator Ashford, followed by Senator Landis.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Just briefly, Nr. Speaker, members, I hadn' t
planned to speak on this amendment but...and quite frankly, Ihadn't r ead i t un t i l j ust now an d I shou l d have re ad i t
beforehand. Over the weekend I tried to read most all of the
cases involving this issue that have come down since gg~

and I do intend to, after a long period of struggle in my
own mind on whether or not this was the kind of public policy
that would have a positive effect, decided to support the b i l l .
I think one of the problems that I had in looking at the bill
and looking at what it was trying to accomplish i s , ar e we
really going to create the dialogue that is necessary to create
informed consent. One of the findings or holdings in

basically, says you all know that a woman has the right to
choose, make a choice on whether or not to have an abortion as
long as she is informed medically or appropriately medically as
to the consequences of her decision, and that particular part of

upholding the parental notification bill in Minnesota, and in
that holding in Ninnesota, the court went through the findings
of the lower court, and the findings of the lower court had
basically been to the effect that the judicial bypass portion of
the bill, that part of the bill which allows a minor to go to
court and seek redress so that she would not have to provide the
notification, in the bill was a cumbersome procedure in that it,
in many cases, didn't really work effectively. It didn't create
the kind of dialogue that we all. ..that the proponents of t h e
bill had hoped it would in Minnesota. And the problem here is
trying to find an appropriate way of creating that dialogue.
The court system is not set up to do it, and I think that is
what the judge in Ninnesota was saying is that the court system
really isn't set up yet. We don't have the judges who are
skilled in this area who have the time to deal with these cases
effectively, and, quite frankly, in talking to people from the
pro-life side of this issue that the court system i n M i n nesot a
had really become a rubber stamp for these young minors who came
before the court system. So I think it is an imperfect system

concerned t he i dea o f informed consent, that the case,
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