April 24, 198"; LB 769

SPEAKERBARRETT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of
the commi ttee amendnents to LB 769. Those in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. Record,Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 29 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on the adoption of
Judi ciary Conmittee amendnents.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted. Senator

Labedz, would you care to explain the bill as anended.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Yes, youare .soving so quickly, Nr. Speaker.
Thank you. I n explaining the bill, LB 769 requires that parents
be notified of their unmarried pregnant mnor daughter in (haijr
intent to obtain an abortion. It is up to the physicians
performing abortions to give this notification. In the
alternative, the bill provides for a procedure of judicial
bypass when a minor does not want to notify her parents. Under

this procedure, the court may allow the aportion without
parental notice if it concludes that the minor ¢ sufficientl

mature to make the decisionor that it is in her best interes

not to notify her parent. LB 769 is nodeled after the M nnesota
parental involverent | aw which was found to be constitutional by
the Eighth Circuit Federal Court of Appeals. Asyou know, the
Ei ght h Circuit's jurisdictiong|lso includes the Staté of
Nebraska. For the first fiveyears that the Mnnesota |gw was
in effect, the abortion rate among teenagers in that state
dropped by over one-third, while the live birthrate increased by
38 percent. I naddition, the total teenage pregnancy rate
dropped by almost one-third. ~ The fact there was an overal |l
reduction in teen pregnancy and birth, not just teen abortions,
I's a very impressive statistic. Nebraskacurrently makesno
provisions for parental know edge or for riiflection time or
di scussion or consent regarding their child a abortion decision.
W thout the advice and counsel of their parents, without the
proper nedical history often needed, without the |ove and
gui dance of famly menbers, children today are often at risk of
exploitation. The requirementof parental Lotification is a
very mnimal requirenent. Parents of minors are notified of
much less major incidences, such as, accidentsor j|lnesses at

school, failing grades, or nisbehavior. Furthernmore, the | aw of
informed consent requires parental approval before any nedical
or surgical procedure can be performed gp a mnor. In one
critical medical procedure, however, parentsin Nebraskaare
denied any role, even their right to know. That is the abortion
deci si on. Physically mnors whoabort their first pregnancy
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