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bill was unconstitutional, that we can't give back to the courts
this kind of power. An opinion witten by Judge Icenogle, to
me, countering that opinion, | thought was pretty persuasive
that you could argue that it was constitutional. ggthe
constitutional question, | don't know where we end up g that
if the bill goes through, if there will be a challenge or not a
chal l enge, or constitutionally we have a problem or pgt a
problem It looks to ne like you couldargue both sides.
Again, this bill also points out the need for nore caseworkers.

One of the big problems jnthis and the |ast bill we had by
Senator Pirsch is not enough people working with these kids gnqg

these problems and | would argue again for the need for nore
staff to work with these children. One of the things we all
agreed to in our discussion was that whether the judgesor the

departnent have the authority, we don't have enough people
working on these problenms and enough staff to meet the need.
So, ultimately, that could help solve the problemmore than this
| egislation, to have adequate caseworkers and there will be

legislation that attenpts to dn that. |'m basically, for the
record, expressing concern and apprehension but also exgressin

a desire to cooperate and cooperate is what we need to See nor
of in this issue, nobre conmuni cati on between the depart nment

the judges, more understandi ng between the judicial branch and
t he executive branch, nore effort to neet the true needs of
children, |l ess conflict than we' ve had over the past few years.
This has certainly not been good for anybody | think and maybe

this bill wll help resolveit. | contend that in the original
version of the bill it probably would have ppde that bad
situation worse. I think we' re along way wi th the anmendnents
we adopted toward hopefully not having that happen, gnd instead
of making that bad situation worse, hopefully we' |l make it
better. That's.n}/ hope anyway. And so with that, | don't plan
to oppose the bill and nost likely will vote to advance the bill

and hope that we continue the comunication and cooperation that
our amendnents have started. This is the first time in a |ong
time that we' ve had that sort of communication gnd cooperation
and it's the start naybe of a good thing that we need nore of.

ﬁ\nd St()) With_thatl, Id commend Senator Coordsen and the others that
ave been 1nvolved, Senator Smith, in trying to . k t
these...this bill and this problem and hopef uyl | ygl '[O\M leorbe '?He

start of a new approach to working together on this issue.
S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any other discussion on the

adVan_CerTEnt of t he bill'? Seeing none, Senator Coordsen’
anything further?
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