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bill was unconstitutional, that we can't give back to the courts
this kind of power. An opinion written by Judge Icenogle, to
me, countering that opinion, I thought was pretty persuasive
t hat you c ou l d ar gue that it was constitutional. So the
constitutional question, I don't know where we end up on t ha t ,
if the bill goes through, if there will be a challenge or not a
challenge, or constitutionally we have a probl e m or n ot a
problem. It looks to me like you could argue both sides.
Again, this bill also points out the need for more c aseworkers .
One of the big pr oblems in this and the last bill we had by
Senator Pirsch is not enough people working with these kids and
t hese p r o b l ems an d I would argue again for the need for more
staff to work with these children. One of the things we a l l
agreed to in our discussion was that whether the judges or the
department have the authority, we don't h ave e n ough peo p l e
working on these problems and enough staff to meet the need.
So, ultimately, that could help solve the problem more than this
legislation, to have adequate caseworkers and there will be
legislation that attempts to dn that. I'm basically, for the
record, expressing concern and apprehension but also expressing
a desire to cooperate and cooperate is what we need to see more
of in this issue, more communication between the department and
the judges, more understanding between the judicial branch and
the executive branch, more effort to meet the true needs of the
children, less conflict than we' ve had over the past few years.
This has certainly not been good for anybody I think and maybe
this bill will help resolve it. I contend that in the original
v ersion o f t he b i l l it probably would have made t h a t b ad
situation worse. I think we' re a long way with the amendments
we adopted toward hopefully not having that happen, a nd i n s t e a d
of making that bad situation worse, hopefully we' ll make it
better. That's my hope anyway. And so with that, I don't plan
to oppose the bill and most likely will vote to advance the bill
and hope that we continue the communication and cooperation that
our amendments have started. This is the first time in a long
time that we' ve had that sort of communication a nd c o oper a t i o n
and it's the start maybe of a good thing that we need more of.
And so with that, I commend Senator Coordsen and the others that
h ave been i nvo l v e d , Senator Smith, in trying t o w o r k ou t
these...this bill and this problem and hopefully it will be the
start of a new approach to working together on this issue.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Than k yo u . Any o t h e r d i scu s s i o n on the
advancement of the b i l l ' ? S eeing n o ne , Sen a t o r Coordsen,
anything further?
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