April 24, 1989 LB 182

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendnent is adopted.
CLERK: | have nothing further on the bill, M. President

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Discussion on the advancenment of
LB 182. Senator Wesely.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | tal ked about. t
anendrments did hel p considerably deal \?\/isth C(E)inceernsz,i toHat' | l]1ead

with the bill and we did try reasonably to sit down and
cooperate on this issue. | thjnk ever}/body is. very concer ned
about this matter. We' re dealing with a ot 0f kids here, g

vulnerable in a situationwhere we' re trying to make sure tﬁa¥
their needs are cared for. There are dif ferences of opipion
about what to do with these children and what is best for those
children. The conflict has been .in some cases. where the
department has wanted to place themin a local setting. — jygges
have, in sone cases, wanted to place them outside of the state

in very expensive hospital settings, not even sometines outside
of the state. There is a |ot of concern about the appropriate

response to these children and the cost involved andthe
arguments made on General Fjje were that judges r | ess
concerned about the costs than the departnment were ang\et%at was
a concern and, secondly, that sonetinmes they see hospitalization
nmuch nore favorably than the departnent does, and we just tal ked
about the Fam |y Policy Act and that there are | ess ‘restrictive
settings that are better for those children. dsa we've trjed
to recognize those concerns and our discussions I nour neetlng
were such that | think sonme of the judges agree ith those
concerns and want to try and take care of this probiNem and so
it's one of those situations where there are few judges causing
these problems and we're very afraid of going back to giving

them sone of the powers that they had before and having the
problens that result. But with the review panel and sone of t|t11e

mechani sms set up here, we' re hoping that this will all work
out, that wherever we have these problenms where some of the
abuses we were tal king about occur again in returning the power
back to the county courts, that we will have an oversight

function, that we wi|| not have this situation occurring that

we've had in  the past. and so it's very difficult to
this will all work and |"'mstill veryyapprehensive abléthOV\{ hlhso,w

but in a spirit of cooperation, | feel |like we can proceed and
at |l east exam ne how this function goes forward. e Attorney
General Qpinion, if you renenber on General File, gaid that this
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