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SENATOR WESELY: I think these individuals handle many diffe ent
child abuse cases and have the training both before and in the
process of doing their jobs.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: T h ank y o u . Nembers of the Legislature, I
don' t share Sen a t o r We s e l y ' s blanket endorsement of l aw
enforcement and how well they handle these cases, but I think we
need t o l o o k v er y , very carefully at what it is that is being
attempted here this afternoon, and probably will be for the rest
of the session. W e are allowing more and more intrusions into
the family by law enforcement people, by agencies of the s tat e ,
and in this case, the parents don't even have to be notified. I
am not in favor of child abuse and I am not in favor of abusive
parents, but this language allows them to interview any child
w here s o mebody su s p ec t s that there has been child abuse. We
don't know the kind of questions that will be a s k ed , bu t on e
thing we have found out as a result of the investigation, parts
of it on the Franklin case, is that there was a county attorney
and people in the State Patrol who had more than adequate reason
to know that there was abuse and did nothing. So i f t h e y a r e
not going to do anything in those cases where they have actually
been officially and formally involved, I am not in favor of
giving them this additional long arm reach to accost people' s
children in the schools without the parents knowing, and i t i s
not just in the schools. Any person or entity standing in loco
parentis to a child who is a suspected victim of a b use or
neglec t can hav e access to that c hild, the law enforcement
agency, to interview. This was a b a d b i l l wh e n i t w as b r o u g h t
to the Judiciary Committee on its own lack of merit,a nd af t e r
hearing the testimony and discussing the bill at length, the
committe e k i l l ed t h e b i l l , which I think is appropriate. I f we
could just get the Department of Social Service s a nd som e o f
t hese ot her agenci es , law enforcement, child protective
services, to do what they are required to do under the law now,
there are a l ot of cases that would come properly before them
and be handled in a way that would protect the interests and
rights of the c h ild. But those cases are not being properly
handled , and her e c ome s somebody, Senator Wesely said t he
Department of Social Services,saying open the way for cops to
accost people's children without telling the parents. So t he
child gets talked t o at sch oo l . The cops may feel that a
reasonable time is next week to notify the parents.

PRESIDENT: One minute.
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