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SENATOR WESELY: | think these individuals handle many diffe ent
child abuse cases and have the training both before and in the
process of doing their jobs.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Nenbers of the Legislature, |
don’t share  Senator Wsely's blanket endorsenment of |aw
enforcenment and how wel | they handl e these cases, but | tﬁl nk we
need to look verl}]/_, very carefully at what it is that is being
attenpted here this afternoon, and probably will be for the rest
of the session. We are allow ngnore and nore intrusions into
the fam |y by |aw enforcement people, by agencies of the is¢e

and in this case, the parents don't even have to be noti fi 847 |
am not in favor of child abuse and | amnot in favor of abusive
parents, but this |language allows themto | nterview any child

where somebody suspects that t h b hild ab )
don't know the Kind of questlhgns tl]weartem?? (le)een (;Slked,a Eaf Oxvg

thing we have found out as a result of the investigation, parts
of it on the Franklin case, is that there was a county 4itorne

and people in the State Patrol who had nore than adequate reaso¥1
to know that there was abuse and did nothing. if the re
not going to do anything in those cases where theysﬁave act L},ala] y
been officially and formally involved, | am not in faor o

giving them this additional |long armreach to accost people

children in the schools without the parents knowing, and it is
not just in the schools. Any person or entity standing in |oco
parentis to a child who is a suspected victim of abuse or
neglect can have access to that child, the |aw enforcenent

agency, to interview. This was a bad bill whenit

tg thye Judiciary Commttee on its own | ack of nerYVta,san%rgfltngt
hearing the testinony and discussing the pj|| at I ength, the
committee  killed the bill, which | think is appropri ate. If we
could just get the Department of Soci al Services amd some of
these ot her agencies, |l aw enforcement, child protective

services, to do what they are required to do under the law oy
there are a | ot of cases that would congproperly before tﬁerh
and be handled in a way that would protect the interests and
rights of the child. But those cases are not being properly
handled, and here comes gsonebody, Senator Wesely said the
Depart ment of SQCI al Se_er CeS,sayi_ng open t he way for cops to
accost people's children without tel'ling the parents. © the

child gets talked to at school . The cops may feel that a
reasonable tinme is next week to notify the parents.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.
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