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amendment.

it, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. P re si d e n t , Senator Wesely would move to amend the
b i l l . (See pages 1871-73 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . Mr. President and members, this is
an amendment found on page 1851 of t h e J ou r n a l . I have
discussed it briefly with Senator Pirsch and Senator Chizek. It
is an attempt to provide for in the bill provisions o f a" o t h e r
bill that was heard by Judiciary Committee dealing with an issue
b rought to me by t h e Department of Social Services. The
department has had some difficulty with a few schools in the
state to be able to go onto the school grounds and visit with
children suspected of being victims of abuse. Under t he se
circumstances, it is primarily a situation where parental abuse
is suspected and the need to talk to the child outside of t he
home is in the best interest of that child. This amendment had
a h e a r i n g and t h e r e w as s o me c onf u s i o n about supp o r t o r
opposi t i o n t o i t . It does provide for a concern expressed by
t he school b o a rd , S c h oo l B o a r d Association, in t e rms o f any
liability exposure they might have. I don ' t t h i n k t h e re i s any,
but it does provide for liability protection to anyone who does
provide access to that child under this provision. I n che c k i n g
with Paul O' Hara and the trial attorneys, I don ' t b e l i eve t h a t
that has any problem with them, and so the l iability issue,
h opefu l l y , i sn ' t a p r ob l e m . With that, the school boards should
be favorable. Again, this amendment was brought to me by the
Department of Social Services. I t i s t h e o n l y b i l l t hey a sk e d
t o be i n t r odu c e d this year and it does try and address the
problem that we have in certain circumstances with dealing with
child abuse under circumstances where t he par en t s may be
involved, trying to separate that out, a nd a l l o w t h a t d i scu s s i o n
to occur in the schools, and what we are trying to a ccompli sh ,
most of the schools are cooperative and there is no problem with
them, but in a few instances, we have had a p r o b l em. This would
deal with that problem and I would ask for adoption of the

PRESIDENT: Senator Pirsch, please.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Y e s , I , respectfully, ask for germaneness to
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