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language that  is new that is being offered, Senator
Bernard-Stevens, is in the definitional section of abuse and you
are lowering that standard to such an extent that the term
abuse” has no meaning. |t is as you are as guilty of abuse if
you put somebody in a position where they can feel endangered of
serious bodily injury, as if the serious bodily injury actually
occurs. So you are neking two very different acts gyact) t he
sane. What Senator Bernard-Stevens wants the Legisﬁ atL%e to do
by keeping this language is say that if you threaten sonebody in
a menaci ng fashi on, not that you are making an attenpt, but you
threaten themin a menacing fashion, even if they are not put in
fear, that is just as serious and just as padas if you
intentional ly and knowingly inflict serjous bodily injury.  on
sonebody. And a definition that covers that nuch territory is a
nondefinit ion. It makes '.zything abuse, andwhereas, this
llanguage that | amtrying to strike my pe acceptable | the
criminal law to define a very |owgrade of assault, the Powest
grade you can find, and | don't know of a case where, somebody
was charged with this, that is one thing, but to take it over
into an entirely different chapter, Chapter 42, where you're
defining domestic abuse for all purposes, and you are going to
make it donestic abuse to threaten in a nenacing fashion™ think
is to lower the standard to too great a degree. (yj nary things
that happen in the course of running a fanily are abuse, and
that is even different from what | was talking about this
norning, this is even a lower standard than what | a5 talking
about this norning.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What i s threatening in a menacing way in a
fanmly setting'? W all know of a nunber of activities that 5,
be viewed as a threat. The current |anguage says that the

person who is being placed in a position to bée harned, Ithough
no attenpt has been made and no harm has been inflicte%, Ipegrs
that there will be some harm The person who would pe the
victim has to have that fear. Senator Bernard-Stevens wants to
do away with that, and | think it is a mstake. If you cept
ny amendnent, it i's not going to weaken this bill” at a??.
you accept his, you have people who, because the | anguage
appeared someplaceelse, as we dealt with this norning, want to

put it every place in the statute where they think something
pertaining to abuse...

PRESIDENT: Time.
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