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threatening another in a nenacing nmanner, famlies are put in a
position where they cannot possibly function anynore. | |gye
peace, harmony, and tranquility, but famlies are not the places
where you find these things. There could be an occasion \here
were somebody fortunate enough to be married to ne, somekhod is

fortunate enough to not be married to nme any |onger, but t alyls
a judgnent call and somebody could deemthat (g be fortunate,

either way, but in any case, maybe |, as easy to get along with
as | am could neke what sonebody woul d consider t0 be 5 {nreat
in a menacing fashion. | could crinkle my brows, drumup ny

eyebrows right together at the bridge of ny nose, and |ook
fearsome, former Senator Nichol, so fearsome, in fact, that the
one that | ampiercing with that gaze could think that judgment
Day is about to descend, and that is the extent of it. To
threaten sonebody in a menacing manner, it doesn't say a
threatening gesture, nothing. So since we are defining abuse, |
don't think merely threatening in a nenacing manner shoul d be
the definition for abuse. Thecurrent language that is bein
stricken that | want reinstated says that there has to be nor
than just a nere threat. There has to be a physical nmenace, and
by that, we take it to nmean the person who is doing the nmenacing
isin a position to carry out whatever it is they are attenpting
todo, andthere is fear of immnent serious bodily injury. So
when we put fear in, we are talking about the way the one
menaced perceives it. We have to require that the person who is
facing the threat of injury perceives it as a threat and is put
in fear. |If my Chlld, | don't have any three years old now, but

if 1 had a three-year gi|d child , andthat child picked up a
basebal | bat and was as angry as a child that age could be,

using | anguage, baby talk, to say to nme what sonebody 40 years
old and in the Navy would say in a simlar circunstance, cgme at
me with a baseball bat, that would be threatening in a menacing

manner . That woul d be abuse fromthat child to ne, but | have
no fear of it. The child cannot carry it out, so the definition
does not fit that circunstance. | would hope that this bill s

going to be crafted in such a fashion that it deals
realistically and practically with the problens that people 4
face. | f a person is, indeed, put in fear of receiving seri s

bodily injury and the one they fear is in a position 5 carr

out the act that would lead to that bodily injury, then tha

could be taken as abuse. |nneither casedoes any action have
to occur that inflicts an jinjury. It puts thepersonin
i mminent peril of receiving the injury and that would [omain a
part of the definition of abuse. But since we are talking about
a domestic situation, although | didn't raise ny voice at ny
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