April 24, 1989 LB 330

;hat wprker, after a conplaint is filed or whatever, would first
i nvestigate that and then that would have to go through the

supervi sor before that decision to remove the child would
actual ly be made.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Thank you. Menbers of the Legislature, |'m
not really famliar with this amendment and a |ot of tines \hen
we read things like this they | ook good and they sound good, But
when time comes to apply them there can be difficulties, zuq
when | look at the word cunul atively and we' re talking about 4
agency making this judgnent, a department, agency, institution,
commttee or comm ssion of state governnent maki ng this
judgnent, then | do have some concerns and,again, |'mvery
protective of children. But sometimes in the attenpt to
accomplish a very worthwhile goal, certain other things that
have to be weighed in the balance are kind of pushed aside,

I'm not certain that the people who work for these agencies
al ways have the interests either of the particular child at
heart or of the family that is being approached. There have
been cases that |I'msure we can all describe here and I won't go
into any specifics although | know of some where an al ert worker
coul d have prevented serious danage fromoccurring to a child or
fromcontinuing to occur over a period of tinme, but that action
was not t aken. So currentI?/ if these peopleare properly
trained, the thing that we're talking about here can be done and
all of these actions are supposed to be done with the pest
interest of the child or the children at heart. pgu to pyt into
the law, the | ast sentence in this amendnent on page Lﬁ,wh”e
children may develop best in nurturing fanmilies, fanilies gpg
not be kept together at the expense of a child' s best interests
and safety . On its face that is one il
sentenceé that seemed like it could have %trt1ihr?gs\/\$ontg)e\%utlhI Iirt]g
and nobody could object to it, but I'm not conmfortable with
putting that into the statute where we' re talking about soci al
workers and others working with agencies which are not even
defined here or identified, conmm ssions and so forth. There is
a lot of talk about the famly and holding it together. \whenwe
begin to seriously consider specific pieces of | egi sl ation,
sloganeering won't  work anymore and we have to try to
postulate.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...if we can how it's going to act in
reality. We get sone notion of that from anal ysing tF\e conduct
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