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about occasionally there have been decisions made about when 4
renove a child froma home, and because of the legitimte
statement in the Fanmily Policy Act about our desire to |eave
children in the |east intrusive and |east restrictive settings
and whenever possible to keep fam lies together, there have been
i sol ated instances of decisions nade where a child has been |eft
in a hone and what | think most of wus would agree is under
questionabl e circunstances, and, in fact, has in sone cases
clearly been at the expense of the child' s best jnpterests. |
think that is partly g problemwith training that has not
necessarily always taken place adequately within the agenc
which | think we' re going to try to address through sone 8? t¥1’e
budget reconmmendations that we've made, and 1've rought
specifically this language to another bill before the HeaPt% %nd
Human Services Committee and | don't think anybody objected to
it. In fact, many people who weren't absolutely certain about
the bill we were going to attach this to were strongly in favor
of this language. And so I'm asking that you pg me suspend
the rules on this so that we do not |et another summrer, another
fall go by waiting for perhaps that particular pj|| to pass,
where a child might in some instances be inappropriately left in
a famly wherethat child' s enotional and physical devel opnent
m ght be threatened. | think this sufficiently clarifies the

| anguage in 637 so that there shouldn't be recurring instances
of children inappropriately left in famlies where clearly their

best interests aren't being served. I'd be happy to try to
answer questions, and if there are no questions, |I'd sinply ask
for you to suspend the rules and adopt this gmendment. Thank
you ¢

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Before recognizing Senator Wesely,
Senator Hartnett announces gome guests in our north bal cony,

60 fourth graders fromBellevue wth their teacher. Would  you
fol ks please stand and be recognized. Thank you. We're pleased
to have you wth wus this norning. Senat or Wesely, further
discussion.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, members, Senator
Scofield did refer to this amendment. |t was adopted by the
Heal th and Human Services Conmittee as an anmendnment , | B 662
It was brought to us at the hearing and, as she stated, | think

nost people were in agreenent that it dijd help clarify in a

positive fashion concern about the Famly Policy Act. ~ oes
recogni ze one of the concerns |' ve had and ot hers have ha a%out
that act and does, | think, further | eave the notion and clarify
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