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the officer has reasonable cause to believe that s u c h per s on,
subsection (b), may cause injury to himself or herself or others
or damage to property unless immediately arrested. I f t h e
officer under the current law thinks that there may be injury to
a person, not that there has been injury already, but future,
that there may be injury to a person, then he can make an arrest
now even if the misdemeanor committed was not in his presence.
And if that misdemeanor is threatening in a menacing manner,
that is already in the law. But Senator Bernard-Stevens wants
his bad legal advice to be incorporated into the law, so I' ll
tell you what I'm going to do. I think the amendmenc is poor.
I'm going, at this point, Nr. Chairman, I'm going to withdraw my
amendment and just discuss the Bernard-Stevens-Pirsch amendment,
unamended by mine.

SPFAKER BARRETT: Thank you, it is withdrawn. Senator Langford .
Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens, followed by Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you, Nr . P r e s i dent . Let ' s see
if we can circulate the argument back to its beginning premise.
In fact, let' s go ahead and assume for a minute Senator Chambers
is correct, and he is correct in one area, in f act, he i s
correct in a lo t of areas. The one area he is correct in is
that when he quotes the statute stating that arrests can be
made, that is true. That is within another statute elsewhere.
But somehow I remember seeing many bills come across my desk in
the last two y ears, and Senator Chambers, I'm sure, has seen
more, and many times we have t he bill drafters go i n and
clarify. They say, you know we have this statute over here in
X, we want to go ahead and put that in here, t oo, be ca u s e we
have a l o t o f different areas that need to be covered. And I
really don't see, I'm kind of puzzled in a way because on one
side the argument is, you know, on another section of the codes
elsewhere there is a section that says you can do that. N ow i t
d oesn't say i t ov e r h e r e . It doesn't say that you can do it in
the domestic abuse area, but if you put the t wo t o g e t h er , y ou
certainly can, and it seems so reasonable, but obviously that is
not being done out there. Either they are incapable of putting
A and B together to come up with the proper arrests policy, B,
they don't want to or, C, they feel that there is...they' re
uncomfortable because they feel there is a problem in doing so.
I do n ' t see any particular problem, personally, if we have
something in another section that we can do, which we are d o i n g ,
to put this in the domestic abuse section as well to clarify, to
say, hey, in this domestic abuse section, we want you to k n ow
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