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d idn' t . My local sheriff said, there are two bills int roduced,
LB 218 and 330. The bills appear they would reduce domestic
violence. Sure, it sounds good and so on, but let's get down to
we' re making laws and that's the reason LB 218 did not move out
of Judiciary Committee. My memory is not failing me. I serve
on that committee and that's exec ly why the bill was h e l d i n
committee because we could see, as members of the Judiciary
Committee and heard the testimony, that th e r e was wo r k that
needed to be done on the bill and I just wanted to clarify that
for t h e re c o r d . T han k y o u .

S PEAKER BARRE,T: Th a n k y o u . Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
part of the difficulty in dealing with a bill like this is that
people confuse the goal of it with the law we' re attempting to
enact to try to g e t us to that goal. I don't know whose
advising, given Senator Bernard-Stevens's legal advice , bu t I
want to read to the body and into the record what existing
S ection 2 8 - 3 10 . 1 (b ) s a y s . Assault in the third degree: A
person commits the offense of assault in the third degree if he
threatens another in a menacing manner. Senator B e r n a r d - S t e vens
and Senator Pirsch's amendment says that a wa r r a n t l e s s ar r est
can b e ma d e i f one is guilty of threatening another in a
menacing manner. The language is taken from the existing law of
assault. If a person makes a threat in a menacing m anner no w ,
that is a mi sdemeanor under t h e p r e se n t l aw. Under t h e
Bernard-Stevens-Pirsch amendment, an officer can make an arrest
in the case of a misdemeanor not committed in his presence and
this is a misdemeanor and they keep saying the r eason t he y wan t
t hese ar r e s t s un de r t a k e n is to avoid damage being done to the
p rson after the officer leaves. Iet me see if I did understand
Senator Pirsch correctly in that regard. S enator P i r s c h , we ' v e
had a lot of d iscussions where by the time the officers get
there, nothing is going on so they might be reluctant to make an
arrest and the aim is to try to prevent something from happening
after the officers have gone. Is that right?

SENATOR PIRSCH: C o r re c t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: All right, and thank y ou . I c an ag re e with
that, but look un der th e existing law, and I hope Senator
Bernard-Stevens is looking at this and listening to m e i n s t e a d
of that bad legal advice, a misdemeanor.. .and a w ar ra n t l e s s
arrest can be made when a person has committed a misdemeanor and
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