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the terrible thing about this kind of legislating i s . Pol i ce
officers are given no more authority under this amendment than
they a l r e ady have, number one. Number two, there is nothing in
this amendment that would cause them to make an arrest in a
situation where they won't make an a rres t no w. And , numb e r
three, the whole thing is a hoax and a sham and those who say
they' re concerned not only I t hink about th e physical
well-being, but the mental and psychological tranquility of the
people in these situations, those who claim to b e concerned
about t h a t . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...are belying that supposed concern by an
amendment like this. You are telling them that somehow you ' r e
giving them more protection than they currently have under the
law. That is absolutely, unequivocally not true. So why pu t
into the statute something that is not going to give more
protection if protection is what we' re after? Frankly, I don' t
know. But I do know that it is very bad legislating. I t h i n k
it is not dealing with the public that is affected by this kind
of legislation in a straightforward fashion. If you adopt my
amendment and strike that sentence, you' re not going t o ch a n g e
really their amendment as it applies to the current law,a nd i f
you add their amendment to the bill, you' re not going to change
t he cur re n t l aw. So I think now that they have had their
discussion, the Pirsch-Bernard-Stevens amendment should be
defeated .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e . S enator K r i st e n s en .

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: T hank you , Mr . S p e aker . Y ou know, i t ' s
scary, Ernie, if I'm going to start to agree with you early on
Monday morning of a week, but I th ink Senator Chambers is
c orrec t h e r e . We m a k e s ome pol i c y d e c i s i o n s i n t he l aw abou t
when you can go and arrest somebody and we can arrest them if
they' ve committed a felony, any felony at all. And if a police
officer thinks they committed that felony, t hey can g o a n d
arrest them without an arres t war r a n t . And we sa y t hat
misdemeanors are a little different because they are not quite
as serious. In other words, if I see somebody out making a
U urn where they shouldn't on the highway,we don' t w an t t h e
police officers to have the authority and the ability to go out
and a rr e s t t ho se peo p l e and put t h e m i n j ai l . Wh y? Because
it's not that serious, it's a burden on the system and there is
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