April 24, 1989 LB 218, 330

to them what they could or could not do. hat LB 218 is tryin
to, or this anmendnent now, which is LB 218, is trying to appea
to is a sense of what do we do in cases of domestic violen
when a police officer is called to a scene and all of a sudc en
the person who is doing the violence has done a total 180 degree
turnaround in personality. The police officer cones, the person
who has been involved...that has actually done the vyiolence in
the area i s now calm you do not see a particular cause that
anything may have done...that sonething may have happened, a
felony or m sdeneanor may have occurred, but you know sonet hi ng
happened. It may be a spouse, it may be a live-in, it my be j
joint...couple that has a child that are unmarried. The police
of ficers have to nmake jUdngEntS, has somethin happened’ has
sonet hi ng not happened? What has traditionally %appened in many
parts of our state is the police officers may take one away
tenporarily, walk around the block, they may take one separately
and discuss the issue, but they do not feel that they have the
authority at this point to neke an arrest. Andwhatwe find and
what t he st Udy shows are tV\D-fOId, one, when t he po|ice of fi cer
does not aggressively, because they do not feel confortable with
the current statutes, when they leave the situation many times
too many times, way too many times violence then occurs. The
aggravating party is aggravated further because gomeone called
the police and violence then occurs, and it is unfortunate.
O hers things that begin to happen is that studies have shown
through other states that when the police have definite, (|aarl
stated | aws that they can arrest that the donmestic violence a|¥d
repeat violence, in these cases, has significantly dropped.
What we are doing in this anmendnent is not doing sonething ?\
The law is being interpreted now that they can gggressively go
out and arrest in domestic abuse cases. pgwever, the law is

also significantly vague so that not all law enforcement
officials feel confortable with that. w are nerely going to
clarify what those jnstitutions, what many | aw enforcenent

of ficials are now doi ng.
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: . so that all |aw enforcement
officials will feel confortable. | mght point out that on
line 7 of the amendment, andagain we're on AN1366, a police
officer may arrest a person, it does not say shall, it say may
arrest. Then you get down to the bottompart of 19, if they “ve
committed a mi sdeneanor in the presence of the officer and

it's very short, one or more of the following acts to one or
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