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we' |l talk about whether it is a proper tax policy or ¢ nd
the sheet that you have passed out before you does veri'fy ?he
same things that Senator Hall was saying, yes, there \ere only

2,720 returns filed under this credit. If you look at the
income levels you' Il find out that they were small dollar
amounts, each of them and he makes a l'egiti mate case. We' re
tal king about small numbers of people. Senator Hall ha
suggested that there's a big increase in cost here froma fiscalS
i mpact . | believe that there would be none because we al ready
have the systemon board and we' re just going to. excuse me, |
said SenatorNelson? | neant Senator Nelson if | said Senator
Hall. There would be none for this because we already have it
on board. I't's just a matter of making 100 percent versus
SO percent already. Sowe get downto an issue of really
whet her it i s good tax policyor not and Senator Hall suggest’s
that because it's a large. ..a small nunber of people getting the
break, that it probably isn't good tax policy and | have g
"ittle trouble followng that. I do understand that were
dealing with small nunmbers, but we're dealing with small nunbers
of the elderly people and we' re dealing Wth gpgi| nunbers of
elderly people that are in | owincone brackets, so| don't know
that 1 agree with his philosophy butl think I'd just |gave it
up to the body if they decide that it's too spall of a nunmber of
people to give this relatively snmall dollar anpbunt, | think the
average is $73 for elderly people and di sabl ed people qualify,
but if it's too snmall of a nunber to help and it's to0 gsmall of
a thing to worry about and even though it doesn't cost any o
processing costs, then I' Il let the body decide and I'd comren
Senator Smith for bringing the amendnent back to us.

PRESIDENT: ~ Thankyou. Senator Smith, please, followed by
Senator Abboud.

SENATOR SM TH: Shame on you, Senator Hall. Yyou're the person
inhere that | hear constantly standing up oy those who can
| east stand up for thenselves. These are the very poorest of
the elderly people we're talking about. So you say 3 percentis
not worth bothering with, these 3 percent happen'to be those
peopl e that do need this return. ¢$73 doesn't seem|ike very
much nmoney to any of us, although until a few nonths ago $73 was

a pretty good share of all our annual paycheck, but
sonmeone o is living on a fixed mcon% %ho, by the \/va?/_,?\,:\"’,hotsg

soci al security cannot exceed $7,500 to qualify for this, is not

very much money.  $73 can pay maybe a nonth's medical bijlls i f
nothing else or it can maybée do"a few things for themthat t hey
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