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since last sumrer, certainly a much bigger increase than we pgq
talked about when LB 773 passed. Nowwith that, | amagain
trying to maintain good faith with our taxpayers. The Governor
tal ke4 about not raisingincome taxes. This change is neededto
keep faith with that pronmise. |t also keeps faith with the idea
that we need a fair tax system The proposals of the Governor
are an inprovement on the tax system but certainly not as
adequate as they should be, that we still have an overburgen on
the m ddle-income taxpayers, excessive breaks for the
hi gh-income taxpayers and that tax shift has to be reversed to

sone degree to bring greater equity to our taxpayers. W ith
that, |'d nove for adoption of this anendnment, Nr. F>r/esident.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Korshoj, please. senator
Nelson, please.

SENATOR NELSON: Gosh, | guess | got caught with my light on. I
didn't knowit was on, but | will say that | do support Senator
Vesely in his...and | don't have the figures or anything, but it
certainly balances the tax out as we do, and | will be voting

for it. Anybody else can have ny tine. Sepator Wesely, do vyou
want the rest of ny tine?

SENATOR WESELY: ~ Well, | want to just thank Senator Nel sorfor
t hat . | ''m J ust gol ng to take a .Coup|e of. seconds and again
emphasize as Senator Nelson did. I think sher'ecogni zes'the

shift. One of the things we have talked about a little it g
the increase involved and how muchof an increase wehad and
that has been debated in the newspapers and in the media over
the course of the |ast year, and obviously the Governor

originally said there was N0 tax increase and kept at“'nig
mysel f and others over this issue until finally Iast cenbe

the decision was nade that she could adnit that there was a

increase al though her Ievel of the tax increase was much | ower
than what the actual tax increase was. We've fought over that
i ssue about how big a tax increase was it, angd clearly | think

the figures I' ve had have been right all along agnd we're
starting to recognize that. To keep faith with those figures we
do need to rai se the level of relief inthis bill fromthe

$20 mllion figure to the $27 mllion figure. Butwhat Senator
Nel son is also talking about is the shift and we have little
recogni zed how nuch of a tax shift has occurred between the

higher income and the niddle income. We have had the higher
income benefit greatly while the mddle income have borne the
burden of this tax increase. It is the middle-income taxpayers,
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