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SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr. Pr esident and membersl as you knowy the
commi ttee anendments becone the bill and we. hopefully we' I| be
abl e to dissolve sone of the questions that have been raised as
we...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or SCthit, excuse me. (GaVel.) Thank
you.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...as we debated these amendnents. Again, |
want to alert you - that this is not a simple piece  of
| egi sl ation. It is not in finiteformand it is not total?y
satisfactory to a great many individuals, both in and out of the
industry and on and off this floor, and, therefore, I want to
ask you again that if this bjll advances that you read it

carefully, that you take it back home to your own people and you
discuss it with them and discuss sonme of the jssuyes that were
rai sed here by Senator Norrissey and Senator Omen El mer, Senator
Wesely and many others, Senator Snith, because the bill is 4
very critical bill to the industry and although it s critical
to the industry tOdaP/, whether or not jt becomes | aw may make it
very critical to all of us in the weeks and nonths and” years to
cone. There are a nunber of variables here as We paye pointed
out . We do not know what the total cost will be o? repl acing
sone of these tanks. We do not know and we hope that we do ¢
ever find excessive contanmination and | know, as hasbeen
poi nted out by Senator Hefner, many station operators are trying
now to replace tanks and are replacing themin a new manner
which we hope will be nore responsible at trenendous cost to the
operator. We hope that those costs of replacing those tanks 4,
not so prohibitive that many small comunities do not have t%e
services of a local facility available to them ere was a
tinme when a gas station was on every corner in sonmef tahese
smal|l towns, and as | drive through those comunities today

see the area paved over | can't help but wonder whetheror not
those tanks were renoved, if they were renoved, was there any
exami nation for contamination'? |[f they were not renoved, were
t hey errpt%aor have they, in fact, _still the potential for

creating voc with the water supply'? | want to enphasize again
as | have mentioned on this floor before, that we are not going

to clean the environment up at no expense and it would pe very
easy to say, well, it's the station operators'responsibility,
go ahead and sti .k himfor it, but to the extent that we all
rely upon them, we probably all have to be responsible to a
certain extent for the cleanup. There's going to be a lot of
probl ems about this bill. |nthe long run, let me tell you that
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