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SENATOR SMITH: ...of getting that kind of insurance and what
the cost woul d b e '?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Ye s , we' ve been looking into it. We do not
have the answer yet and we hope that, and I know the time is
getting late and I apologize again, but we hope that before
Select File we will have some of those answers and if we don ' t
have, Senator Smith, then you certainly have a very valid
c oncern and a v er y d e ep-seated concern which i s s h a r ed by many

SENATOR SMITH: Ye ah . Senator Schmit, isn't it, from what
we' ve...in our discussions that we' ve had in the committee, I
think it's also very accurate for us to state that if, in fact,
we can't do something of. this nature, i t ' s pr ob a b l y very
plausible that those sma) I operators would not be as prone to
report leaks that they may be aware of as they may be to try to
cover them up. I mean, it would be just a natural thing for
them to do that, wouldn't it?

SENATOR SCHMIT: I 'm s orry, Senator , wo u l d y ou r epeat t he
question. I'm sorry.

SENATOR SMITH: If we can't find something, s ome sor t o f
insurance coverage for the small operators and for the s mall
owners, whoever has a storage tank, they would be more prone to
cover up than to report a release, w ouldn' t t he y , a n d y o u can' t
really blame them for doing that.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, indeed.

SENATOR SMITH: So if we' re concerned about the environment and
contamination, I guess I believe that this is really a public
concern . Th i s i s a concern of all of us. I 'm not e ven s u r e
that going the route of charging the petroleum industry i s t he
right answer, although I think they were, you know, they' re
willing to do it at this point from what I u n d e r s t and ~ nd so
t hat ' s okay with me, but the larger issue to me is the concern
of all of us as public and I think that we' re going to have t o
look at this whole issue of contamination of the environment and
whatever that may be of our natural resources and figure out
some way that we as the public who really stand to benefit by
t he c l ea n up , t ak e hold of the issue and be willing to be
responsible for it as a whole. Thank you.

o f us .
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