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SENATOR SMITH: ...of getting that kind of insurance and what

the cost would be'?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, we've been looking into it. We do not

have the answer yet and we hope that, and | know the time is
getting late and | apol ogizeagain, but we hope that before
Select File we will have some of those answers and if we don't

have, Senator Smth, then dyou certainly have a very valid
concern and a very deep-seated concern which is shared py many
of us.

SENATOR SMITH: =~ Yeah. Senator Schmit, isn't it, fromwhat

we' ve...in our discussions that we' ve had in

. : comm ttee, |
think it's also verK.accuratefor us to state that if, in fact,
|

we can't do something of. this nature, it's robably very
pl ausible that those sma) loperators woul d not ge as prone to
report |eaks that they may be aware of as they may be to try
cover them up. | mean, it would be just a natural thingfor
themto do that, wouldn't it?

SENATOR SCHM T: "' m sorry, Senator, would you repeat the
guestion. |'m sorry.
SENATOR SMI TH: If we can't find something, somesort of

i nsurance coverage for the small operators and for the small
owners, whoever has a storage tank, they would be nore prone to

cover up than to report a release, wouldn't they, andyou can't
really blame them for doing that.

SENATOR SCHM T: Yes, i ndeed.

SENATOR SM TH: So if we' re concerned about the environnment and
contam nation, | guess | believe that this is really a public
concern. This is a concern of all of us. |'mnot even sure
that going the route of charging the petroleumindustry g tpe
right answer, although | think they were, you know, they' re
willing to do it at this point fromwhat | ynderstand ~rd so
that's =~ okay with me, but the larger issue to ne is the concern
of all of us as public and I think that we' re going to pave t

| ook at this whole issue of contanination of the environment an(?
whatever that may be of our natural resources and figure out
some way that we as the public who really stand g penefit by
the cleanup, take hold of the issue and be willing to be
responsible for it as a whole. Thank you.

4718



