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| eaking into our groundwater and causing some environnental
damage, but the concern | have that | would like Senator Schnit

t o address, 'i'f he would, | see a handout from Senator Hefner
that says "Small towns face |oss of gas stations" and, it is
really a compassionate story about the small gas station
operat or in the small towns, i't doesn't have to be smal | town,
it could be in Lincoln. | knowthere are some snall operators
inny district. They are the guys that have the lower cost
gasol i ne. They are the ones that are the cut-rate individuals

that keep everybody el se's gasoline prices down, gnq they just
don't operate on nmuch of a margin of profit, and | amjust kind
of wondering, Senator Schmit, if you could.  there is the big
guys and the little guys in this operation, how do they cone out
on this deal and are we going to force out the small operators?
And this is not this bill  gojng but, federa||y, are we
charging the sanme to both the srrall and the big? powabout the
smal | operator in Bellwood or even in ny district, 554 how do
they cone out on this deal, and can we do anything to help then?

SENATOR SCHNIT: | am really glad ¥]0u asked that questi on,
Senat or Wesely, about as glad as I amto hope for a hajilstorm
really because, obviously, the little guy is not going to cone
out probably qui te so well as the big guy, andwe have discussed

this to a certain extent, and as you well know, 25000 _of
maxi num contribution can be a tremendous burden for a station
operator, Nr. Hammel jp Clatonia or Nr. Rehmin CI atoni a,

whoever he is, or for soneone in Bruno or Abie, yhereas it

be just a very small portion of the day's recel ptsfor s%me
other conpany, and that is a question which |egitimately needs
to be asked on this floor, and we ought to | suppose address it
because there was some concern as to whether or not amount
of the responsibility per |eak ought to be based upon t%e vol une
of business, for exanple, as opposed to juSt a flat $25,000

maxi num and the counterargument of that is, wel e

bad | eak, it can be just as bad froma 1, 000 gallon tar¥k | ,&b
as it is froma mltithousand gallon systemin Fremont,
Nebraska, where Senator Lowell Johnson has some very large
establ i shments. But the thing that concerns ne is that we nay,
even with this bill, force out of business, snd | think Senator
He ner can touch on that, too, a number of small operators, and
we don't want to do that. Wehopewe re helping to preserve
them I"'m not sure that we' re doing it the way we want to,

Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Wel |, Senator Schmit, | know we don't have tine
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