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please.
CLERK: 25 ayes, 3 nays to cease debate, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. For cl osi ng on advancenent of
the bill, Senator Wthem

SENATOR WTHEM M . Speaker and nenbers of the body, | rea|ly

don't have a | ot to say on theadvancenent of the bill. ~|i'g

been thoroughl_r);]_di scussed, | believe. To me ny name is one that
. i

is up there s is ny bill, and we didn't do the maneuvering
around just so | could be the one that carried the Kearney issue

on ny bill. The Kearney issue is being carried by the original
introducers of LB 160. To ne the nost inportant part of the
bill is the fact that the Legislature's comitting itse‘f to a
very serious | ook at higher education. And. to me. the transfer
of Kearney is mmking that commitment even stronger’ that we are
going to be making some changes in ou higher education
governance coordination, and all of those sorts of factors.

It's been a good discussion, | think, a very healthy discussion
today. The issues have been brought out, they're understood by
g!ld ptartie?.h . ISet ts rryKh_op;e that the bill would be advanced.
idn"t see tha nator Kristensen, L qi

sponsors of 160, and beings thatw?g \é%%hog% (l)frrptorr]?ar?trr;agltn%lf
this bill now, | saw that his |ight was on, and if he'd like to
share part of the closing, | would be happy to give himthe

remai nder of the tine.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Kristensen, ghout three and a half
minutes.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Senator Wthem
thank you very much. |f we “were creating an entirel ew
institution called the University of Nebraska at Kearney, this
debate obviously would be nmuch different. Senator W them,

through his guidance of the Education Conmittee, sees that we
have a long road that we need to I ook at and go down hat road.

And we need to be decisive, and | think this body has been very
decisive in deciding what direction, down the road, e want o
go. And now what needs to be done is to study how we go éown
that road. | think that what's really j mportant now is that
we've decided to link this entire state, fromone end to the
other, with one university system And we're not going to

continue and begin 3 debate and a fight anmong institutions of
having two conpeting university systems: and| commend you,
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