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some of these suggestions as far as let's make s ure t h a t whe n
we' re a l l finished that this, in fact, serves students of
Nebraska. Students today are no longer 18 to 24. Students ar e
of all ages, particularly a lot more students in the 28 to
probably 45 category. And I think a lot of our d iscussions o n
higher e d ucat i on tend to forget that. I think some of the
proposals that we need to look at seriously would open u p t he
kind of access that we need statewide for a changing economy.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator McFarland.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you, Mr. President, fellow senators.I 'm g o i ng to vote against the amendment, or excuse me, against
the bill, not because I don't favor the study. When we d ebat ed
this issue and discussed this issue in the Education Committee
there was a general consensus, I felt, that the study wa s t he
most appropriate and the most reasonable way to approach the
whole issue. We discussed LB 247 a s a way to addr e s s the
problem, a way to examine the problem before any final action
was taken. A n d t h e v ot e on LB 247 was, as I r ecall, fairly
supportive of its advancement. I think we had six, maybe seven
votes. I don't recall that we had a l ong discussion in
Education Committee on it.' The vast majority of the people on
the Education Committee, if not all of us, a gree1 to advance i t .
I don't recall the vote. We also considered LB 160 that is now
attached as an amendment to LB 247. And there was a lot of
uncertainty in the Education Committee concerning the discussion
or concerning that particular bill. I don't think there were a
lot of people who felt strongly, adamantly in favor of LB 160.
And, as a matter of fact, I think it was reflected on the r ol l
call. As I recall, there were about two of the people on the
Education Committee who were nonvoters. And one of them, I
think as I recall correctly, one of them voted no, not to
advance it. Then when it was determined that Were we re at
least four votes not to advance LB 160 out of committee, then I
think that one or two of the nonvoters suddenly changed to a yes
vote. And I think one of the no votes changed to a yes vote, so
it came out as a four to four vote. That vote did not r eflect ,I d o n ' t think, the discussion within the committee because I
don't think that it was a close vote. I think a lot of thosevotes wer e po s t u r i ng as far as t he Education Committee was
concerned, not a lot of those votes, a few of those votes. But
n ow we h av e LB 1 6 0 onto this bill. I do n ' t t hink i t ' s
appropriate that it should be there. I think the ,Education
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