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been adopted. One of themis that they \wanted to be assured
that the study we were doingwas a neaningful study, that we

were not just passing a bill to add Kearney because that's \yhat
we wanted to do, and glossing it in a study afterwards to put a
little frosting onit, to hide what it is we're doing. That
was ny characterization of what | thought their concern m ght
have been, not necessarily the way they stated i, And they
wanted some assurance that we, the Legi sl ature, were serious
about the study conponent of it. And this amendment that
Senator Wehrbein is bringing us, on the surface the |anguage of
it may not bring a substantive change in the bill, but | {hink

the effect of it is and, Senator Wehrbein, you can either agree
or disagree with this assertion. Byt | think in many ways, it' s
a packed with us...between us and the regents guaranteeing to
themthat we are seriously studying the issues of higher
edtjcag ihon antd not dj u?th doing this as an excuse to bring Kearney
into the systeman en i i it.

concern, and|' |laddress ?ﬁ:atng t()jeocna%sewlsér?atlo; V‘éhr-llo-gien aieé:(md
with a statement of what his desire is and what he hopes the

i ntent of the legislature is in the intent of the study, is a
| ook at all of higher education...look at the other three

institutions, I guess js the way they stated it, that we not
just do this study of Kearney, you'knowTmove Kearney and then

study whether we ought to bring Kearney inor not. | gssured
them and | assured themthat | would. assure the rest of the
body that that is not the intent at all. The intent of this
bill is to study our entire makeup of higher education,

including the wuniversity system including the full state
col | ege system i ncluding V\ayr¥e, Chadr on, Per% and Kearney, gnq

al so including the comunity colleges. Community. colleges are. a
definite piece of the puzzle and there are groWw ng concerns in
our state about the future of some of our community coll eges.
So the second concern they had was that one. The third concern
they had Was they wanted to nake sure that there was some sector
representation, that this would not just be a ¢lpsed group of
peopl e running roughshodover higher education, ppeting behind
cl osed doors, neking star chanber types of decisions bou th

future of higher education w thout consulting the Ieagershi p o?
higher education in our state. Senat or Scofield has an
amendment that she' [l pe bringing up in a few noments which

addresses that concern. Andwith thoseconcerns answered the
were much, much nore confortable with the bill, to say tehat tﬂe¥

are | eadi ng parades down "0" Street in support of the bill right
now is probably an overstatement. They are not, youknow,
ecstatic over It. But | think with those three things taken
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