April 20, 1989 LB 247

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Wsely, about three, two and a hal f
minutes.
SENATOR WESELY: Thank you. Nr. Speaker, you know, | talked

before about the other three state colleges as the abandoned
stepchil dren of higher education if we nmove forward with Kearney
noving under the university system And this anendment is an
attenpt to highlight that concern that we do not address,
al though the study may rai se the question about what happens to
them My point is that studies have been done and the one study
that | know of this decade that | think was done pretty well,
r econmended that we have all the state colleges brought under
the university and that the university regents %e appointed, ot
el ect ed. It was not anunreasonabl e proposal . The concept  of
bringing the state colleges ynderit wasnot pursued. Their
concept of appointive regents was and we fell a few votes

of seeing that on the ballot, but that's the way you have to

approach this higher education | ssue. Is it in a total
approach, not just a one-canpusapproach, and thr’i} is the main
concern here is what happens to the other canpuses' * Not just
the state colleges as isS jp this _amendment, but the other
canpuses as well, but we don't address it this way and we {on't
address the governance, the el ection question, the how we w ||
resolve the different particular items that | (aised earlier.
Andso I'm particularly rajsing this POi nt to again send the
message that there are other interests out there, prepresented

and unaddressed at this point and | would |like very nuch to see
that we bring all of the state colleges under (his if it is
constitutional, put Kearney underneath the 'university. It 8
just as constitutional to do this, and once you do it _all
together, then you truly will have what sone people have clai nmed
the K_earne%_ amendment wil | acconFIish and that is an attenpt to
coordi nate hi gher education and plan and cooperate better.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR WESELY: So | woul d suggest a better course at this tinme
is to not abandon those state colleges, but to bring them gjgng

and to include them in this |egislation, see if it's
constitutional to do that and then addreSs those issues as pggt
we can . So | would ask your support for this anendnment to

acconpl i sh that goal .

S PEAKER BARRETT: ThankyOU. The questi onis the adopt| on of
the Wesely amendnent (o LB 247. Those in favor vote aye,
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