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PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wesely, then followed by Senator

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you. I think, Nr. President, members, I
think the discussion has been very good and ver y up b eat and
positive in tone and I hope we can continue that way. T his i s a
very important issue. I think alternatives need t o be
considered a n d o n e of the interesting points, as Senator
Langford talked about, was how Kearney was lumped with Creighton
and UN-0 and it just got me to thinking that maybe there is
another way to deal with this reorganization question. Naybe we
could put UN-0 under the board of trustees and change t h e
concept that we have as far as the state colleges go. And there
are a lot of other options and ideas out there, wild as they may
seem, but as we s tart to look at this issue and open up our
eyes, I don't think we ought to disregard exactly how we' re
t rying t o proc e ed . For, in fact, if Kearney is a regional
college, maybe university under definition as the ot h er t hr ee
are, and UN-0 is a regional university, you know there is some
compatibility there in a way that we ought to consider and I ' m
just throwing that out as one other idea that we have yet to
discuss or consider . And that is why I think a study f i rs t i s
why we need to proceed and I also think the study first is there
because following t his amendment there will be another
amendment, if I fail on this one which I do anticipate, to have
all of the state colleges brought under the university because,
frankly, I still have trouble, I still have yet to differentiate
other than size why Kearney is so different than all t he o t h e r
state colleges. And if we' re going to bring and coordinate and
plan together, then we ought to do it with eve r y body a nd ,
obviously, I don't know that we can do that. But that is what
was recommended under another study, the twenty-first century
study just five years ago, something like five years ago, and i t
recommended that all the state colleges come under the board of
regents and then that the board of regents be app o i n t ed , not
elected. And it 's on this point that I want to raise this
issue, that the whole question here, y o u kn ow, w e had some
accusations of parochialism and division and regionalism, and
truly that concerns us all. This is a district elected group of
legislators. We represent our areas of the state. We tr y t o
look at the state in general, but we also have to consider our
own districts and what impacts legislation have on them. But It hink I 'm kee p i n g an open mind and looking at the state in
general, also recognizing my own district and c ity ' s concerns.

Schmit and Senator Scofield.
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