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PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wsely, then followed by Senator
Schmit and Senator Scofi el d.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you. | think, Nr. President, members. |
think the discussion has been very good and very upbeat and
positive in tone and | hope we can continue that Way. Thisis a
very i mportant issue. | think alternatives need to be
considered and one of the interesting points, as Senator
Langford tal ked about, was how Kearney was |unped with Creighton
and UN-O0 and it just got me to thinking that maybe there is
another way to deal with this reorgani zati on questi on. Naybe we
could put UN-O under the board of trustees and change the
concept that we have as far as the state colleges go. aAnpdthere
are a |ot of other options and ideas out there, wi|d as they may
seem but as we start to |look at this issue and open up our
eyes, | don"t think we ought to disregard exactly how we' re
trying to proceed. For, in fact, ifKearney is a regional
col | ege, maybe university under definition as the other three
are, and UN-0 is a regional university, you know there is sonme
conpatibility there in a way that we ought to consider gand |'m
just throwing that out as one other idea that we have yet to
discuss or consider. And that is why | think a study first is
why we need to proceed and | also think the study first is there
because following this gnpendnment there ill be another
amendnment, if | fail on this one which I do ant\|NC|Ipate, to pave
all of the state colleges brought under the university because,
frankly, | still have trouble, | still have yet to differentiate
other than size why Kearney is so different than all (he other
state colleges. And if we' re going to bring and coordinate and
pl an together, then we ought to do it with everybody and,
obviously, I don't know that we can do that. gyt that is what
was recommended under another study, the twenty-first century
study just five years ago, sonet hi nrq like five years ago, ang it
reconmended that all the state colleges cone under the board of
regents and then that the board of regents be appointed, not
elected. And it's on this point that | want toraise this
i ssue, that the whole question here, you know, we had some
accusations of parochialism gand division and regionalism and
truly that concerns us all. This is a district el ected group of
I egislators. We represent our areas of the state. We  tr to
look at the state ingeneral, but we al so have to consi ée¥ our
own districts and what inpacts |egislation have on them g, |
think 1'm keeping an open mind and looking at the state in
general, also recognizing ny own district and city's concerns.
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