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purpose. Can you lnraglne if we do this study without the
obvious change of Kearney'? ang they' % ng to corre into that
study and they re going to say to Senat or them well, Senator,

you know it's going to be one way. If Kearney is in the

Uni versity. whi ch probably it |ooks like it should be, but we
don't know that you're going to do that or not, here's \ynat we

do. But i f Kearneyisn't in the system here's what we t hi nk
the study ought to show and so the study is going to take off on
two tracks. It's going to be a "what if" and a "what 5 o
and quite frankly, that will dilute the study that | think
Senator Wthemwants to have. Senator Wthem also has gone a
long way in really abill that was designed to |ook at t.xis
entire state, to deal with the nost obvious problemand put j;
in the long-termcontext that he has. \wsat is the issue of this
anendment that Senator Wesely wants to strike out? || the
key issue is what is the nature of Kearney and the key |ssue i
the governanceof Kearney and at thls point it is a university.
Wiether you call it that or npot, it is acting as such and
Nebraska, quite sinply, doesn't need two conpeting systems. e
don't need two systems going after the same programs and the
same sorts of dollars and cents that we coul d have under one
coordi nated head and that would be central admnistration. 7pig
isn't an issue of hurting UN-L, not at all. Infact, | t hi nk
you're going to find that UN-L and UN-O0 have a "lot more in
common with Kearney and actually they are all going {4 penefit
in the long run as will the three remaining state coll eges
because they hare a lot of things in coomon and jt js t hrough
that commonality that they' re going to benefit. Briefly, what
are the facts'? The facts are that Kearney has nore than 9,000
students. There is 600 universities in this country thatare
smal | er, 600. There areonly five four-year colleges which gre
larger.. Do you know that Kearney is bigger than Southern
Net hodi st University? |t's bigger than Rice University. Those
are names you her every (a W have 32 undergraduate
prograns, 19 graduate progranms, but the nmost apmzi ng statistic
of all, in the | ast decade Kearney has grown70 percent,
70 percent And we all know that our high school enrollnents
are decr easi ng. Dur i ng that sanme period of tine when we have
enrollments in high school decreasing, Kearney has rown
70 percent. We have students fromevery one of the countres in
your districts, every one of them It isn't the issue either
today of tuition and whether it's good for Kearney and the
allegation is that Kearney will regret the day they made this
move and this attenpt. The real issue here is how best to
structure higher education.

4608



