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ability...ones ability to problemsolve. And, upon reflection,
| think that's true in large neasure, if ones thinking does not
reflect new perceptions about reality. |f you fail to recognize
new realities, your problemsolving ability" comesto . an end.
And |' m going to oppose the Wesely anendnent because in essence
I think that's the problemw th the Kearney issue, speaking as a
senator fromLincoln. The lawin this case can't be used to
turn back the tide. The law fails when it will not recognize
reality, chooses to ignore it, and tries to set up a barrier in
contravention of reality,and the reality is that Kearney is a
university. Nowthere is a |ot of reasons whythat has
happened, but it hashappened. W can call it a college, but it
isn"t.  And we can fight over a name change or a governance form
and we cantry to pass out a |label, but the truth is the thing

is what it is, not what we call it. A roseby any other name
woul d still snell as sweet as the old expression, and what.that
says is, you can call it a rose or a plunber' s helper, but it Is
what it is, an odiferous flower and you can call Kearney
whatever you want but it is, for all intents and purposes, 3
university. How did that conme about? Exactly what |'m tal king
about, it seems to me that there were needs out there, those
needs got recognized and served first by Kearney. Those needs

were for nontraditional students who could not go back to the
ol d way of going to college which was a residential living
style. ~ They didn't want to nmpve to Lincoln, they couldn t.
They had jobs, they were nontradition students. Kearney went
out and aggressively recruited, formeda way of marketing to
t hose peopl e and they now have not only their tuition and their
student status, but their loyalty and the perception that tﬁey
have on behal f of Kearney as their g|ma mater. W have to
recognize reality. Whether that came about in a good or a w se
or a thoughtless way makes no difference. The point is it has
al ready happened, and if we think we can turn back the cl ock,
can't. This Legislature errs when it tries to inpose outdated
nanmes and | abel s and nechani sns and devices to problems who gstem
froma reality we do npot wish to acknow edge or o  not
under st and. Which ismre |ogical, four universities and three
state colleges in which three of the universities are under e
board of regents and the state colleges has one university and
three state colleges, or four universities under the board of
regents and three state colleges under the State Col |l ege Board?
Because that is the choice. The choice is not to make Kearney a
uni versity or not, that has happened. The question is, do we
want to recognize it'? | have a great nmany people who live in ny
district, who work at the university, who fear that clains
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