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that the wisdomof the Legislature would beto proceed along
those verylines, that we would study the (ssue and then act on
it. However, again, rmuch to ny surprise, the body decided that
no study was reallyneeded to act, that we couldproceed with
Kearney and have a study and proceed in that fashion, which |
again don't feel is in the best interest of the state to proceed
in that fashion. At the sanme time, fromeverything | can tell,
the majority of this body maintains that position, but the board
of regents, again, vacillating on the issue, now coming down to
accepting it, I think probably,nostly because they feel the
votes are there to continue down this |ine. It's going to be
very difficult to ask you and expect to haveyour support in
repealing the amendnent that was just adopted a few days 0.
But | et me again express to you why | think we should do 1hat
and why we ought not proceed at this time with putting Kearney
into the university system What | said a few days ago was it
was perhaps one of the nost grievous errors in judgment this
Legislature had made in 20 years. |' ve nellowed a little bit,
but | haven't mellowed so nmuch that | retract that statenent.
still think, w thout know ng exactly how we' re going to proceed,
that it is just as bad as | stated, that it could be that major
an error in judgment. It may not be that waybecause we could
find our way through this mace and reach the promised land of 4
better higher education system a petter coordinated higher
educati on system one that serves our gtate well . We coul d
reach that goal with the amendment that was adopted. Butmy
fear is, without know ng where we're going, without knowing how
we plan to get there, we could in fact jeopardise aery fine
hi gher education system one that is just now turning the corner
on some problens that we had through the eighties, now gettin
the research function back up, getting the faculty salari‘es bacq<
up, Is now once agalntherIng andtrying to Strivefor
greatness and excel l ence. At the very nomernt we' re starting g
turn the corner andproceed upward,we are also finding a new
el ement thrown into the equation and a concern expressed about
what it means and how it will affect our higher education
system What |'d like to do is go through again my concerns
about this whole matter. First off, the questions I'd have that
I would hope would be answered by Senat or Warner and Senat or
Kri stensen and other supporters of this neasure, would be the
following regarding Kearney, first off, is the concept, pmgying
Kearney into the university system, is it anticipated ihat
Kearney will move aggressivelyand further graduate prograns?
Ri ght now they have a master of science in_ education and a
coupl e of other masters degree prograns dealing with education.
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