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and you' re going to wish there had been something done that
would have preserved some of that resource. Secondly, that
unl ess you really face the issue of water transfers and face j;
unenotionally and face it honestly and tell the people the
truth, not what they want to hear, but tell themthe truth, i4e
time will come when water will move uninpeded without
rei mbursenment across rtate lines to other areas. And we  can
stand here and give all those pious speeches we want to, to a
narrow audi ence and it's not going to reverse the f|ow. It's
not going to change a thing. . If | were the Denver Water
Nanagement Board today, as |' ve said before, 1'd buy a piece
land in Nebraska and 1I'd start |aying pipe and that all the
screaning and all the shouting would not “(everse that action.
It's not going to do it and all of a sudden underground water
from Nebraska will be going west and you' re pot oi n to be
conmpensated for it. |, to the extent that this m'gﬁt, r%]opefully
Sandy and Senator Lanb awaken in the people some reality, maybe
it wll do sone good. | don't have nuch confidence. Ny deepest
concern, ny deepest concern is that it be an objective study,
obj ective report, one which we can perhaps get sone good out o¥.

| hope that | have to stand up here ayear fromnow and
apol ogi ze to those introducers of the bill and say it is a good
study. | would be...nothing would please ne more. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Senator Scofield, please.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD:  Thank you, Nr. President, | would simply ri se
and ask you to advance the bill. sSenator Schmit is right about
one thing and that is that there is a need for wide, even wider
spread public discussion than we' ve had on this issue already
and that's one of the reasons why this bill is pere thi ear
not just for thepurposes of a discussion thougfn but F d%n' t
think you can have any neani ngful discussion if you don't really
know what your p0| i cy Optl ons are and | am convinced from m
| ooki ng at this issue that we, in fact, do not know enough yet
to know what our policc}/ choices are in Nebraska in terns of e
transfer of water. | don't think there's any need for any of us
to panic and say Denver is going to cone get our water tonorrow,
but at some point, because of the value of this resource, we're
going to have to make sonme difficult choices in this state and |
want to personally be as well prepared as possible to be able to
make t hose choices that best serve the |nterest of Nebraskans

and best protect our water. And so | will _ accept your
chall enge, Senator Schnit, to enbarrass me on this bill , "{phe
future, and if this is the nost enbarrassing thing I' veever
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