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Senator Schmt rai sed when he was aski ng how the book, the water
| aw book that is currently held in high esteemin this state. |
have in my handhere, by
Richard S. Harnsberger and Norman W. Thorson, gnd there is on
page...on the preface a little note here. Prelinmnary research
for this book was supported in part py the Agricuitural and
Water Research Fund of the Universitfy of Nebraska Foundation
through the Nebraska Resources Center. | suyspect that there was
probably al so sone General Fund appropriation somewhere al ong
the line although | can't say that given this information. Byt
I think what that does is it does make the point that people (g
not concoct any kind of peaningful research out of thin air,
that it does, i fact, take sone financial resources pganind it
to acconmplish t. This is an inportant issue. This requires
the utmost in ternms of examination, thorough analysis of our
policy choices and let me reiterate. The purpose of this bill
is not to rehash that territory that was covered in the study by
146. The purpose is to look specifically at the constitutional
i ssues. This is really, today, in light of the Sporhase case,
much nore an interstate commerce cl ause issue even than it is
water issue. That's the purpose for the study, is to nakesure
that we know the answers to that, know how far, in fact, we can
push the Sporhase decision. Not only will this particular study
serve us well as legislators in terns of giving us infornation
as far as what are the best policy choices; are our hands really
tied or canwedoa nore agg{re_ssiv_e job of protectingour
groundwat er resources, but I"think it's not unlikely that this
particular study, in fact, my peof somevalue around the
nati on, given the current level of interest, inthis subject and
given in particular all the western states' interest in this.
urge you to advance the bill in behalf of the people of Nebraska
who care about their water resources. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHM T: Wel |, M. President and menbers, a few years
ago this Legislature enbarked upon a study which becane known as
the Syracuse Tax Study. I opdposed that tax study and the
appropriation for it because | said, first of all, you' re going
to have it done by some people out of the state and | didn’

—

think they would do a credible job. But, secondly, | said we
would not pay any attention to the study anyway, we'd embark
upon our own course of action. Sure enough, we went ahead,

against my recommendation,and we appropriated $350,000. Well
the study didn't progress as fast as we thought jt should
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