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study, and that was primarily to facilitate the transfer of
water in this state. The reason this bill is necessary is that
we have not sufficiently looked at the legal questions
surrounding the transfer of water. We haven't sufficiently
looked at the legal issues particularly related t o t he
interstate commerce clause and that's the reason, in fact, the
bill is directed to the College of Law here in Nebraska as we
need the kind of thorough constitutional legal analysis of this
so that we really know what our options are as pol i cy- m akers.
You tell me if we know enough to act on any of those bills that
came before the Natural Resources Committee this year. I w o u l d
suggest w e do not . There was considerably more than a small
handful of people, as Senator Schmit w ould h av e you be l i ev e ,
came in and expressed concern on every one of those bills that
came out of that study. This is perhaps the most complex,
technical, difficult, controversial area, even harder I would
suggest than low-level waste, to do a good job of making policy
choices. And f or us to avoid bringing to ourselves the hest
quality of information possible before we embark upon studies of
water transfers is absolutely irresponsible and does n ot se r v e
the interests of the citisens of this state. I would further
point out , a s I poi n t e d out on General Fi l e , that this i s an
i ssue t hat is very current all over the western states and, in
fact, there is a national group embarking upon a study of t hi s
issue right now and the names read like who's who in water law
in the United States on their committee that are involved in all
of this. And I think Nebraska ce r t a i n l y does not w a n t t o
necessaril y j ust rely on o utside opinions, but w e a r e
considerably ahead of other states I would say due t o t he
actions we ' ve al r e a dy taken and due to the fact that we have
completed the work with the water board that Senator Schmit has
pointed out. But we are far from possessing enough information
to make decisions of the magnitude that are being contemplated
by this body right now. I would ask you to reject Senator
Schmit's motion and advance this bill to Select File a nd l e t ' s
get on about other business. Thank you.

PRESIDENT:
Dierks.

SENATOR ELNER: Thank you, Nr . P r e s i dent . As a member of t he
Natural Resources Committee I'm one of the members who did not
vote to advance this bill. The s t ud y i s a rehash of t he
S porehase d e c i s i o n made by the United States Supreme Court.
That decision has been studied and studied and comes down to the

T hank y ou . Senat o r Elmer, followed by Senator


