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study, and that was prinmarily to facilitate the transfer gof

water in this state. Thereasonthis bill is necessary is that
we have not sufficiently|ooked at the legal questions
surrounding the transfer of water. We haven't sufficiently

| ooked at the |egal issues particularly related  to tne
interstate commerce cl ause and that's the Teason, in fact, the

bill is directed to the College of Law here in Nepraska as we
need the kind of thorough constitutional |egal analysis of this
so that we really know what our options gre as policy-makers.
You tell me if we know enough to act on any of those bills that
cane before the Natural Resources Conmittee this year. I would
suggest we do not . There was considerably nore than a small
handful of people, as Senator Schmit would have you believe,
cane in and expressed concern on every one of those bills that
came out of that study. This is perhaps the most complex
technical, difficult, controversial area, even harder | woul
suggest than low | evel waste, to do a good job of making policy
choices. And for wus to avoid bringing to ourselves the hest
quality of information possible before we enbark upon studi es of
water transfers is absolutely irresponsible and does ot serve
the interests of the citisens of this state. | would further
point out, as | pointed out on General File, that this is an
I ssue that is very current all over the western states and, in
fact, there is a national group enbarking upon a study of this
issue right now and the nanes read |ike who's who inwater |aw
inthe United States on their comrittee that are involved in all

of this. ~And I think Nebraska certainly does not want to
necessarily Just rel on outsideopinions, put we are
consi derably ahead of other gtates I woul d say due to the

actions we've already taken and due to the fact that we have
conpleted the work with the water board that Senator Schmt

pointed out. But we are far from possessing enough information
to make decisions of the magnitude that are pegj ng contenpl ated
by this body right now. | would ask you to reject Senator
Schmit's notion and advance this bill to Sel'ect File' snq Jet's
get on about other business. Thank you.

PRES;(IDENT: Thank you. Senator Elrmer, followed by Senator
Dierks.

SENATOR ELNER: Thank you, Nr. President. As a nmenber of the
Natural Resources Committee |I'mone of the menbers who did not
vote to advance. t.hl s bill. The Study is a rehash of the
Sporehase decision nmade by the United States SupremeCourt.
That deci sion has been studied and studi ed and conmes down to the



