
Apri 1 19, 1 9 8 9 LB 628

SPEAKER BARRETT: Shall the E & R amendments to 628 be adopted?
All in favor say aye. Opposed no. C arried . The y a r e a d op t ed .

CLERK: Nr. President, Senators Norrissey and Wesely would move
t o i n de f i n i t e l y po s t p one t h e b i l l . Senator Robak would h av e t h e
option of laying the bill over at this time, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r R o bak, yo u r wi sh e s ' ?

SENATOR ROBAK: I wi l l t ak e i t up .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T a k e i t u p n ow ? T hank you . Se n a t o r Wese l y .

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you . Nr. Speaker, m embers, S e na to r
Norri ssey and I and some other senators have talked about t h i s
piece of legislation. If you recall, on General File, I issued
a concern and a warning about what this bill did and s u ggested
that we take a look at it, which I have done. In addition,
there were some negotiations occurring between the Nucor Company
and NPPD about how to handle the particular problems t hat t he y
have that initiated this bill,and I want to go back and start
from the beginning and try and highlight what I think the
situation is. In 1987, in April,which is about two years ago,
Nucor was awarded $4.4 million in a court action that said
essentially that their rates w e r e i nc r ea s ed b y N PPD w i t h
u nreasonable n o t i c e . In o t her wo r d s , NP PD had a r at e hearing ,
adjusted their rates upwards,and did not give adequate notice
and, as a result, the rates were overturned and $4.4 million was
returned to Nucor Steel. As a result of that court a cti on , we
have this piece of legislation and to essentially put into
statute what the court said was unreasonable notice. At the
time that NPPD and Nucor had this difficulty, NPPD"s practice
was to only advertise in the C as to a n o ti ce o n
their hearings. Of course, the o e d oes no t h av e
a wide distribution around the state. It i s localized in
Columbus and Nucor Steel is just outside of Norfolk i n St an t o n
County, in Senator Schellpeper's District, and in Stanton County
there is only one subscriber to this particular newspaper,and
the rate increase that was being proposed affected but on e
entity, and that being Nucor Steel, but no notice was provided
to Nucor, and away they went with the rate increase without a
chance to be challenged by Nucor Steel. Well, Nu c or d i d go t o
court, As I said, they won the case and the court did rule that
the idea of having a small town newspaper have a notice when, in
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