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today. Here we come in with a strictly urban bill. T his g iv e s
more pay to those teachers that are already hi.'~ly paid
teachers. It doesn't do anything for those in the areas wh ere
they are paid less. So if you want to pass it, go ahead, but
this is not the way to do it.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator McFarland, followed by S enator
Conway.

SENATOR McFARLAND: T hank you, Mr. President, fellow senators.
I don't think we need to go into the rural-urban split again on
this bill. The bi ll was supposed to be designed to help all
teachers. I was there at the meeting this morning and I left at
nine o' clock because I saw a lot of different t hings g o i n g on
and it looked like the people were too far apart to ever come to
any k i nd of consen sus or res olution of the p r o b l em.
Furthermore, I h ad to be d own he r e a t the Chamber a t
nine o' clock. I am troubled by the whole way this bill has been
processed today, by some meeting before nine o' clock to come up
with some kind of ultimate resolution of the thing. The idea o f
the meeting, as I u nderstood it, was to g e t some k i n d of
consensus so that the amendment would bea dded, and t hen t h e r e
would be no further amendments to the bill. There is a lot o f
uncertainty as to what this bill is going :o do right now, and I
am anxiously awaiting what the data will reveal when we actually
put this amendment into effect. I c a n t e l l y o u I a m v e r y
concerned about th e whole pr o cess. I don' t t hi n k t h i s bi l l has
been treated in a very rational or logical way of legislation,
and it seems to me you have a group of four or f ive or six
senators who are controlling the whole destiny of this bill, and
the bill is substantially changed f rom what i t w a s i ni t i al l y
intended to do. That was initially the bill that I signed on as
a co-sponsor. I probably will vote to advance the bill. I am
not at all comfortable with the bill, and between now and Fina l
Reading, it would not take a lot of persuasive arguments to get
me to say that the bill should be further amended. F rankly , I
thought the perfect form and the reasonable form was Senator
Lynch's a mendment y esterday tha t t alked t he $ 25 mil l i o n
allocat ion t h e f i r s t ye a r , t he $ 2 5 m i l l i o n do l l a r a l l oc a t i o n t h e
second year. Tha t was v o ted upon by 25 s enators i n t h i s body
who ap proved t h a t . I think it may have even been more than 25.
I don't recall the exact vote. I thou ght that i ss u e was
decided. I thought it was reasonable. I thought it was a fair
amount. It was not excessive. The mechanism was in place, and
now we are going about with all this conjecture on the floor
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