April 19, 1989 LB 89

i ncreased responsibilities and perfornmances of teachers, gndthe
other side was sone nobney for teachers' salaries. Frankly, the
teachers had a tough tinme being talked into the bill, to sUpport
it, because they said, you know, we are afraid that if we toss
that bill out there, the Legislature is going to take the side
that has all of the obli gations and then they will cone up short
on the noney si de. EVerybOdy sai d,nO’ no, no, don't worry,
don't  worry. It won't happen. So the bill canme out to the
Legl slature, and what did we do? e |engt hened t he school day
Ve | engthened the school year. w established a testing program
to get into teacher training. W established a testing program
for certification. We upped the ante on training for additional
certification and the |iKke. or_six different higher
standards for teachers, and the fundl ng flew away. Eqrthos f
Us who have been here for a long tine who were part 0 t%
di scussion, frankly, we have had due and owing the due bijll on
that side where we asked teachers to lengthen their days, their
school years, up their obligations and their responsibilities,
and then gave no matching el ement of incentive or recognition of
what we ~were asking themto do. Senator Lynch's LB 89, to me
is a debt long overdue, tinme that we paid, and in ny estimation
is part of teachers in this state agreeing to a whole series of
increases in their responsibilities and their professionalism
wi thout recognition on our part, and here is our chance to
recogni ze that even as we fashion itina way to have additi onal
incentives for improvenent.  And, frankly, that is hardly
bi nding on the younger menbers of the Legislature or those vvlth
| ess seniority, but for those of us who have been ground since
those days, we remember go94, and the fact that we asked the
teachers to do nore, to work harder, andt o work longer,

.ich  they agreed, and then we pul'led the rug out from under
them Well, this is the rug and it is tine it got laid down and
nail ed down so that they and we can stand on it and make 3
better house of education in this state. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Lanb, please, followed by
Senator NcFarland.

SENATOR LANB: Nr. President and menbers, Senator Landis
partially correct. Where his argunment falls down is that tﬁis
rewards only some of the teachers, only sone of the teachers,
you know, primarily the teachers in the urban schools. This is
absol utel'y an urban bill under the Conway anendnent, and i ou
want to tear the Legislature part, you knowthl srurar-ur an
split | thought was getting healed, but it is not getting heal ed
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