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Hefner and Senator Lamb, if you both would like to have a f ew
minutes of my time since you didn't get to speak on the issue.
I would just like to open by saying that I am sorry if those of
us who were "at the table" this morning think that that binds us
and t h e ent i r e body to anything that comes up for final
deliberation on this floor. I alwa ys thought that this
legislative body was a deliberative body, that the purpose for
debate on the floor was to help me, at least, make up my mind
how I stood on issues and where things went on the floor, make a
decision on how I finally will vote, too. And as I said, I am
sorry there is a difference o f opi n i o n. Ther e i s also a
difference in the way we perceive what we are doing, and i f t h e y
a re a n g r y abo u t that, I am sorry, as I said, but I don' t
personally like being attacked by people off the...I guess I
would rather have it be in private than on the microphones, but,
anyway, I will just go on and make my closing and say that this
amendment supports the concept of progressively r ais in g t he
minimum required to get distribution over a three-year period.
If we are concerned that the teachers current l y be l ow $16,000
are not going to be included in this, then this amendment will
allow those lowest paid teachers to become a part of i t . I t
would say to a district, we wil l g i v e y o u a t en t h o f f u l l - t i me
employee for that $14,000 teacher this next year but, remember,
in order for them to continue to receive the money the next
year, or the next year after that, they have to make the e ffo r t
of increasing that salary, which becomes higher over time, so
that at the end of the three-year period they are w h ere t hese
folks want them to be anyway. And that was, I thought, the
purpose originally, that we were trying to bring up t he s a la r y
of the teachers in the State of Nebraska, and give t hem a sh are ,
all of them a share of this incentive package,of this teachea
enhancement sa la r y pac k age . I w o u l d rem i n d you t hat i t
increases or distributes more dollars to the smaller schools
sometimes who can't afford because of the valuation to p r ov ide
the s a l «ry a t, %he l,evel Chat tho»o more affl,u«nt sch«ol
d 3 st.ricts can and do pav t i cu l «very I II I ' h « ul.'b«ll « l'o«s I. I.
nngguI'Ag»s t he i ur a l . »g h ou l d l »t r t e t t o pa l»e t h « »« l « r i « » ,
provides incentive» fur teacher» to t ' u r I :har t h»l t edu c « t ) o n ,
« ndg a» I »aid( mo»4 i m pel't«nt 1y o f «l 1 , the l o w e«t p«ld
teachers who receive the smallest sal«ry now get to bo included
and that i» my purpose for the amendmont. I aok your suflport of
the amendment. I t h i n k i f „ i s a ve r y l a i r , f « l r am endmont t o
l iH 89, and I w o u l d g i v e I h o t ' es t o f m y I Lmo to Ben«lur I» ' t h o l ' •
Th«nk you,


