April 19, 1989 LB 89

if you followthe, just to pegin with, the Governor'
recommendation on higher education, you're talking a double
digit increase in higher education. Now if you really want to
call this $20 nmillion increase over the 1%3 mllion we're now
spending in state aid to education, you' retalking a comparable
increase in the elementary and secondary |evel and | Rap?pen to
think that's wise. But the reason | prefer |Bg9, as it now
stands, over straight foundation and equalization aid is you're
doi ng away with the confusion. i i i i

we' rge goi )rllg to spend an addition-zli—r]lgzbel%J ISII ia(t)rlfraen(lj Si ts,agn Sé’l néetsb
go towards teachers' salaries, while at the same time it's going
to be the carrot out there to get those beginning teachers’

salaries up in the State of Nebraska which | have al ways salc{ is
very, very important to me. But it was not inportant to ne
enoughto go downa road of bad policy like LB89 in its
original form Now with it as now anmended it's sonething | can
live with and you can al ways nake the argunent

that fund wi IY go up andyl‘msure it'sgprobabl )t/h%t batntelxet Wg,ea}rl
have to fight, but the fact of the matter is, you know, gepator

Lamb is saying state aid is better because of |ocal control,
wel | , LB 89 as now anended offers the maximum | ocal control

because it's just saying that if you want sone additional noney,
that's  your ‘decision, we' Il leave it with you. Andwhat we' re
saying is if you, by choice as a |ocal school board, eci to
only pay your teachers the beginning teacher salary oq %fg 000

we're not going to give you state aid. Byt the choice is with

the school board, it's not a mandated salary by the state. |t
an incentive. Call it a bribeif you want to. |t's a bribe |
canll |ye w th because we do need to do somet hi ng for those
beginning teachers. Senator Lanmb's just $20 million in state
aid woul d be better than nothing put | think LB 89, in its
present form, makes it very clear this Legislatureis, just like
we were going to do wth higher ed, we' re going to do some
addi ti onal spending on el ementary and secondary l|evel and e re
going to do sone additional spending which goes towards getting
our elenmentary and secondary teachers in this state up to a
m dpoi nt of their peer group, just like we' retrying to get the
university faculty up to the midpoint of their peer group, just
like we' re getting the state colleges up to the midpoint of
their peer group and on down the |ine. And | think it just
makes good sense to do it and LB 89, as nowamended, is

sonmet hing you're saying, yes, we're going to try and get to
our m dpoint in our elementary and secondary |evel just I|Ee In
higher ed and it's $20 nillion in LB 89 that | can live with.
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